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FBIS 63 *''** )
TEXT OF THIEU'S RESIGNATION SPEECH
56211229 SAIGON DOMESTIC SERVICE IN VISTNAMESE 1145 GAT 21 AP 75 5n

(ADDRESS BY RYN PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU--L IVE FROM INDEPENDENCE
PALACE) ' '

. (TEXT) MR VICE PRESIDENT, MR PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, MR ACT ING
SPEAKER OF THE LOWER MOUSE, MR PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME COURT,

MR FRIME MINISTER, MR PRESIDENT OF THE INSPECTORATE , DEAR SENATORS

AND DEPUTIES, DEAR SUPREME JUDGES AND INSPECTORS, DEAR MEMBERS

OF THE GOVERNMENT AMD ADVISERS TO THE GOVER NMENT, DEAR BROTHER

ARMYMEN AND POLICEMEN, DEAR COMPATRIOTS, DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER

COMBATANTS AMD CADRES: ' '

FIRST OF ALL, I APOLOGIZE FOR ADDRESSING YOU DIRECTLY TODAY
WITHOUT PREPARING A MESSAGE FOR YOU, THE COMPATRIOTS NATIONWIDE
AND THE BROTHER AND SISTER COMBATANTS AND CADRES, BECAUSE THE
URGENT ISSUE REQUIRED AN URGENT DECISION AND MAXIMUM SECRECY,
FOR-REASONS OF NATIONAL SECURITY, I PERMITTED MYSELF TO INVITE
MEMBERS OF BOTH CHAMBERS OF THE NAT IONAL ASSEMBLY, MEMBERS OF THE
SUPREWE COURT, MEMBERS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND ALL
OF YOU ON VERY SHORT NOTICE TO COME TO A SETT ING THAT SHOULD HAVE
BEEN DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF INDEPENDENCE PALACE. THIS IS ALSO TRUE
WITH THE COMPATRIOTS AND THE BROTHER AND SISTER COMBATANT S.
THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT TALK, BUT IT HAD NOT BEEN ANNOUNCED BEFOREHAND,
FOR REASONS OF NATIONAL SECURITY AND BECAUSE OF THE IMPORT ANCE OF
THE TALK TO NATIONAL SECURITY, I ASK THE COMPATRIOTS AND THE BROTHER
AND SISTER COMBATANTS, CADRES AND MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL POL ICE
TO APPRECIATE THAT. ‘

HAD TIME PERMITTED, I WOULD HAVE CONVENED A PLENARY SESSION OF
BOTH CHAMBERS OF THE MNATTONAL ASSEMBLY WITH THE PRESENCE OF THE
SUPREME COLRT AND VARIOUS MASS AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS, SO
I COULD DEAL WITH THE SITUATION THAT I AM GOING TO EL ABORATE ON
TODAY. MAY I ASK YOU TO GENEROUSLY EXCUSE MFE FOR DEALING WITH THIS
URGENT ISSUE IN A SUCH A WAY THAT, IT IS REASONABLE TO SAY, IS
NOT FULLY CONSISTENT WITH ETIQUETTE,

(MORE)
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FBIS '62

FIRST ADD 62 (THIEU SPEECH)

XXX CONSISTENT WITH ETTQUETTE. o S o
(TEXT) GENTLEMEN, COMPATRIOTS, BROTHERS AND SISTERS:

TODAY, MAY I SUMMARILY REVIEW THE DEVELOPMENTS IN OUR COUNTRY
STNCE THE DAY OF MY ASSUMPTION OF LEADERSHIP., I HAVE GONE THROUGH
TWO PRESIDENTIAL TERMS AND MY SECOND TERM WILL EXPIRE IN & MONTHS,.

~ IN 1965, IN THIS SOUTH VIETNAM, WE CONTROLLED ONLY HALF OF THE
ENT IRE POPULATION AND ABOUT HALF OF OIR TERRITORY., THE SITUATION
" WAS VERY SERIOUS. THE COMMUNIST AGGRESSORS HAD THE UPPER HAND AND
WERE ABLE TO WIN OVER US MILITARILY WITHIN A VERY SHORT PERIOD

OF TIME.

AT THAT TIME, THANKS TO THE VIGOROUS INTERVENT ION AND FIRM
DETERMINATION OF OUR U.S. ALLY AND OTHER ALLIES, THANKS TO THE
 PRESENCE OF HALF A MILLION ALLIED TROOPS FROM STX ALLIED COUNTRIES,

'AND THANKS TO THE EFFECTIVE USE OF U.S. ATR AND NAVAL FORCES TO
PUNISH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AGGRESSORS BOTH IN THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH,
WE ADVANCED TOWARD A VERY FINE SITUATION UP TO 196%.

AT. THAT TIME, COMMUNIST NORTH VIETNAM WAS IN A WEAKENED POSITION.
- UNABLE TO ENDURE THE BOMBING RAIDS, NORTH VIETNAM AGREED TO GO TO
PARIS FOR NEGOTIATIONS. THE COMMUNISTS AGREED TO DO SO BECAUSE

THEY HAD A& SOLE AIM: TO HAVE THE UNITED STATES END UNCONDIT TONALLY
AMD PERMANENTLY ITS AIRSTIRIKES AGAINST NORTH VIET NAM, ONLY WHEN -
THE U.S. AIRSTRIKES HAD ENDED COULD NORTH VIETNAM HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY
TO STAND UP AGAIN AND REBUILD ITS AGGRESSTVE POTENT TAL IN PREPARATION
FOR UNLEASHING A NEW, EVEN MORE VIGDROUS AGGRESSION AGAINST THE RVN.
THUS, THE COMMUNISTS HAD AN AIM. WHAT WAS THEIR AIM? THEY WANTED...
(SENTENCE NOT CONTINUED --FBIS) THE U.S, ALLY ONLY WANTED PEACE TALKS,
ALTHOUGH IT FORESAW THAT THEY WOULD HELP ACHIEVE NOTHING. .

FOR THIS REASON, IT IS NO WONDER THAT FROM 1968 TO 1972, THE
PEACE TALXS MADE MO PROGRESS, THE COMMUNTISTS BECAME MORE AND MORE
STUBBORN, FIGHTING WHILE TALKING AND TALKING WHILE FIGHT ING.

THEY SKILFULLY APPLIED THIS TACTIC. THEY SUCCEEDED IN DECEIVING
THE WORLD AND THE UNITED STATES.

IN 1972, WHEN THE COMMUNISTS BECAME STRONG, THAT IS, AFTER THEY
HAD 4 YEARS TO BUILD REGULAR 1UNITS AT THE CORPS AND DIVISION LEVELS
AND RECEIVED THOUSANDS OF TANKS AND ART ILLERY PIECES FROM THE SOVIET
UNION AND RED CHINA, THEY LAUNCHED A GENERAL OFFENSIVE IN THE SUMMER.

THE COMMINISTS WANTED TO REVERSE THE TREND BY A MILITARY VICTORY.
NEVERT HELESS, WE SUBSEAQUENTLY DROVE THE COMMUNISTS OUT OF BINH
LONG, KONTUM, BINH DINH, AND QUANG TRI. AS A RESULT, THEY AGREED
TO NEGOTIATE BECAHSE THEY WERE SURJECT TO RENEWED , EVEN MORE
HEAVIER AIRSTRIKES, AND THEIR POTENTIALS DID NOT PERMIT THEM TO
CONT INUE THEIR AGGRESSION, TIF THEY HAD NOT AGREED TO NEGOTIATE
SERTIOUSLY, THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN PERMANENTLY ANNTHILATED.

(MORE)
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FBIS 75
SECOND ADD S2 (THIEU SPEECH)
XXX BEEN PERMANENTLY ANNTIHILATED.

(TEXT) THX COMMUNIST STRATEGY IS AS FOLLOWS: WHEN THEY ARE STRONG
MILITARILY, THEY FIGHT VIGOROUSLY WHILE HOLDING TALXS PERFUNCTORILY,
AND WHEN THEY ARE WEAK MILITARILY, THEY FIGHT THAT WAY BUT COME ON
STRONG IN THE TALKS, THEY AGREED TO RESUME THz PEACE TALKS. BUT
A¥TER THE TALKS BETWEEN THE SOUTH VIETNAM-U,S. SIDE AND THE COMMUNIST
SIDE RESUMED AT THE PARIS CONFERENCE TABLE, WE REALIZED THEY WERE
STALLING.

aT THE TIME, THIRE WAS COLLUSION BETWEEN THE COMMUNISTS AND THE
UNITED STATES WITH A VIEW TO REACHING THEZ AGREEMENT OF 26 OCTOBER 1972,
THIS AGREEMENT , WHICH I SPENT MUCH TIME EXPLAINING TO OUR
COMPATRIOTS~--1 AM SURE THAT MY COMPATRIOTS STILL REMEM3ER IT--WAS
AN AGREEMENT BY WHICH THE UNITED STATES SOLD SOUTH VIETNAM TO THE
COMMUNISTS,

I HAD ENOUGH COURAGE TO TELL SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER
AT THAT TIME THE FOLLOWING: IF YOl ACCEPT THIS AGREEMENT, THIS
MEANS YO! ACCEPT TO SELL SOUTH VIETNAM TO THE NORTH VIET NAMESE
COMMUNISTS., AS FOR ME, IF I ACCEPT THIS AGREEMENT, T WILL BE
A TRAITOR AND SELLER OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AND TERRITORY
TO THE COMMUNISTS. 1IF YOU ACCEPT IT, THIS 15 FOR U.S. INTERESTS
OR FOR SOME PRIVATE REASON WHICH T DO NOT XNOW ABOUT., IT IS A
SHARING OF INTERESTS AMONG YOU POWERS THAT I DO NOT KNOW ABOUT.
YOU MAKE SOME CONCESSIONS OR EXCHANGES AMONG YOU. YOU WANT TO SELL
THE INTERESTS AND LIVES OF THE SOUTH VIET NAMESZ, AS FOR ME, A
VIETNAMESE, I CANNOT DO SO,

I REFUSED TO ACCEPT THIS AGREEMENT. I OPPOSED THIS AGREEMENT
FOR 3 MONTHS. DURING THESE 3 MONTHS, T STRUGGLED VIGOROUSLY
FOR THREE MAIN POINTS. MY LIFE~-AND-DEATH STRUGGLE WAS TESTIFIED
TQ BY THE FACT THAT I INVITED TO EACHM MEETING
STNATE CHAIRMAN NGUYEN VAN HUYEN, LOWER HOUSE SPEAKER NGUYEN Ba
CaN, THE FOREISN MINISTER, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SUPREME COURT, THE
VICE PREMIER, THE CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF, THE VICE PREMIERS AND,
SOMET IMES, A FEW POLITICTIANS,
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THESE ARE THE THREE POINTS WHICH I SAID COULD LEAD TO THE LOSS
OF THE COUNTRY:

FIRST WAS THE THREE-SEGMENT GOVERNMENT AT THE TOP WHICH
WOLD DIRECT (CHIR HUY) THE TWO GOVERNMENTS OF THE RUN AND THE NFLSV.
AND THIS THREZE-SLEGMENT COALITION GOVERNMENT WOULD EXERCISE ITS
POWER DOWNWARD TO THE PROVINCIAL, DISTRICT, VILLAGE AND HAMLET
LEVELS., 1IN MY OPINION, THIS WAS A COALITION GOVERNMENT T COULD NOT
ACCEPT , REGARDLESS OF ITS FORM OR ITS LEVEL.

I DID NOT ACCEPT SUCH A GOVERNMENT 5 OR 7 YEARS AGO. T DID NOT
ACCEPT SUCH A GOVERNMENT AT THE CENTRAL LEVEL--THIS IS NOT TO MENT ION
THE VILLAGE OR HAMLET LEVEL. T ALSO REFUSED TO ACCEPT A THREE-SEGMENT,
OR FOUR-SEGMENT, OR TWO-SEGMENT GOVERNMENT ., I STRESSED THAT I
COULD NOT ACCEPT IT.

SECOND, THEY SATID THAT THERE WERE ONLY THREE COUNTRIES TN TNDOCHINA:
CAMBODIA, LAOS AND VIETNAM. THUS, T ASKED SECRETARY OF STATE
KISSINGER ¢ WHICH VIETNAM? IS IT THE VIETNAM OF THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT
OR OF THE HANOTI GOVERNMENT? IF YOU ACCEPT THIS AGREEMENT, THIS
- MEANS THAT YOU ACCEPT THE VIETNAM OF HANOI. ACCORDING TO THE

COMMUNISTS, THIS VIETNAM INCLUDES BOTH THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH,

I CANNOT ACCEPT IT. I WANT TO RETURN TO THE GENEVA AGREEMENT
ACCORDING TO WHICH THEZRE ARz TWO VIETNAMS AND TWO ADMINISTRAT IONS--THE
HANOT AND SAITGON ADMINISTRATIONS, I CALL THE COMMUNIST COUNIRY

THE DRV AND THEY MUST CALL THIS COUNTRY THE RVN. NEITHER COUNTRY
MUST INVADE THE OTHER. THE 17I'H PARALLEL AND THE GENEVA AGREEMENT
MUST SERVE AS A BASIS, PENDING THE DAY OF NAT IONAL REUNIFICAT ION
THROGH PEACEFUL AND DEMOCRATIC MEANS. THE DATE OF REUNIFICATION IS5
- UNKNOWN, THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH--THAT IS, TWN SEPARATE
COUNTRIES--WILL APPLY FOR UN MEMBERSHIP, THE 1 7TH PARALLEL

AND THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE WILL BE MAINTAINZD UNTIL THE DAY OF -
NATIONAL REUNIFICATION,

(MORE)
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FBIS 81
- THIRD ADD 6% (THIEU SPEECH)

XXX OF NATIONAL REUNIFICATION.

(TEXT> THE THIRD POINT WAS THAT WITH REGARD TO THE NORTH VIET NAMESE
TROOPS, SECRETARY OF STATE KISSTNGER ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THEY HAD THE
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN THE SOUTH LEGALLY AND aS A MATTER OF COURSE,

AS I SAID, THIS WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT POINT. NOTHING WAS MORE
‘WEIRD THAN THE FACT THAT THE AGGRESSORS, AFTER THE WAR HAD BEEN
ENDED AND PEACE RESTORED , HAD THE RIGHT TO LEAVE THEIR TROCPS
FOREVER ON THE TERRITORY OF SOMEONE ELSE,

I SAID THEN THAT A MOST IMPORTANT PREREAQUISITE WAS THE WITHDRAWAL
OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS TO THE NORTH, MR KISSINGER REPLIED TO
ME THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD NEGOTIATED THIS ISSUE FOR 3 YEARS
WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND RED CHINA, BUT NO AVAIL., THAT WAS WHY
THE UNITED STATES HAD GIVEN UP,

I SATD: AH! THIS IS WHY THE Y,S. PRESIDENT AT THE OUTSET RAIGSED
THE FOLLOWING CONDITION FOR NORTH VIETNAM: TMHE.- NORTH VIETNAMESE
TROOPS, AS THE AGGRESSOR TRDOPS, MUST WITHDRAW FIRST, BEFORE THE
UNITED STATES WOULD WITHDRAW ITS TROOPS, THIS SOUNDED SENSIBLE
AND LOGICAL. IT SOUNDED VERY RESOLUTE. BUT LATER, THE INITED
STATES GRADUALLY DEESCALATED ITS DEMAND, SAYING THAT THE U.S.

AND NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS WOULD BE BILATERALLY AND STIMULT ANEQUSLY
WITHDRAW,., THIS ALSO SOUNDED REASONABLE, LOGICAL AND PEACEFUL.
HOWEVER , WHY WAS IT THAT PRESIDENT NIXON SAID IN A SPEECH THAT

THE UNITED STATES WOULD UNILATERALLY WITHDRAW ITS TROOPS? HE DID
NOT DEMAND THAT NORTH VIETNAM WITHDRAW ITS TROOPS.

I ASKED MR KISSINGER IF THE UNITED STATES NO LONGER DEMANDED
THAT NORTH VIETNAM WITHDRAW ITS TROOPS, HE SAID YES. THAT WAS
WHY I DISAGREED. I SAID: YOU GENTLEMEN AGREE, BUT I DON'T.
NORTH VIETNAM MUST WITHDRAW ITS TROOPS. THIS IS AN INEVITABLE
AND NORMAL COMND IT ION TO BE MET WHEN THE Wa4R ENDS, ESPECTALLY
WHEN THE WAR IN THIS SOUTH IS A WAR OF AGGRZSSION WAGED BY THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS.
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FINALLY, WE HMAD TO REACH A COMPROMISE SOLUTION. I SAID THAT
T WOULD ONLY AGREE TO A SOLUTION WHEREBY THE PROBLEM OF NORTH
VIETNAMESE TROOPS WAS SETTLED. THIS SOLUTION WAS: THE PROBLEM
CONCERNING THE ARMED FORCES OF THE TWO SOUTH VIET NAMZSE PARTIES
AND CONCERNING THE ARMED FORCES OF SOUTH AND NORTH VIETNAM SHALL
BE SETTLED BY THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENTS, THE VIETNAMESE ELEMENTS
THEMSELVES, QN THE BASIS OF GRADUAL REDUCTINONS IN THE TROOP
STRENGTH AND DEMOBIL IZATION.

I BELIEVE THAT THIS WAS NOT OUR DESTRED SNLUTION TO THE PROBLEM
CONCERNING THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS AND WAS NOT AN IDEAL SOLUTION.
BUI WE COWD DO NOTHING BETTER. WE COULD NOT DRIVE ALL OF THEM OUT
OF THE SOUTH AT A TIME WHEN THE UNITED STATES HAD STOPPED FIGHTING
AND STOPPED ATDING US. THAT WAS WHY T CONSIDERED THIS SOLUT 10N
ACCEPTABLE IF NORTH VIETNAM HAD GOOD WILL.

NORTH VIET NAM HAD 322,922 TROOPS IN THE SOUTH AND WE HAD |
MILLION, HNORTH VIETNAM SHOULD SHOW GOOD WILL BY DEMOBILIZING THEIR
302,322 TROOPS, AND WE WOULD REDUCE OUR TROOP STRENGTH TO 723,023.
THE REPORTED 102,723 L IBERATION TROOPS SHOULD BE D&EMO3ILIZED,

AND OWR SIDE WOILD FURTHER REDICE O'R TROOP STRENGTH BY ANDTHER
102,922, AFTER THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND L IBERATION TROOPS HAD BEEN
DEMOBIL IZED AND AFTER WE MAD DEMOBILIZED OUR OWN.TROOPS, ALL SOUTH
VIETNAMESEZ WOULD PERFORM THEIR MILITARY DUTY IN THE SOUTH AND ALL
NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS WOULD RETURN TO THE NORTH AND PERFORM THEIR
MILITARY DUTY THERE., THIS WOULD BE A FAIR SETTLEMENT .

WITH REGARD TO THE PROPOSED THREE-SEGMENT COALIT ION GOVERNMENT ,
T CATEGOR ICALLY REZJECTED IT. THAT WAS WHY IT WAS SUBSEQUENTLY

CHANGED INTO A THREE-SEGMENT NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NAT IONAL RECONGILIATION

AND CONCORD, CHARGED SOLELY WITH HOLDING ELECTIONS, IT WOULD HAVE
NO RULING POWER IN THIS SOUTH. THEREFORE, AS I

RECALL, T SAID: OUR GOVERNMENT, OUR CONSTITUTION, OUR REGIME,

OUR ARMED FORCES, OUR POLICE, NUR ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM AND

OUR PEOPLE REMAIN, NOTHING WILL CHANGE. :

I ALSO SATD THAT WHEN GENERAL ELECT IONS ARE HELD, WE WILL

- STRUGGLE AGAINST THE COMMUNIST POLITICALLY, AND THE THREE-SEGMENT
NAT JONAL COUNCIL OF NATIONAL RECONCILTIATION AND CONCORD SHALL

BE THZ BODY THAT WILL HOLD INTERNATIONALLY SUPERVISED ELECTINNS.
‘MY STRUGGLE WAS SUCCESSFUL IN THIS RESPECT.

(MORE)
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' FBIS 88

FOURTH ADD 67 (THIEU SPEECH)
XXX IN THIS RESPECT.

(TEXT) 1 ALSO INSISTED THAT THERE ARE FOWR INDOCHINESE
NATIONS, AND NOT THREE, AND THAT THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE AND THE 17TH
PARALLEL MUST BE RESPECTED. _

THREE MONTHS ELAPSED BEFORE MY DEMAND WAS MET. THERE WAS UNTOLD
MENACE AND PRESSYRE. WITH REGARD TO PRESSURE, LET ME SAY FRANKLY,
AND LET YOU GENTLEMEN MERE BE WITNESSES, THAT MR NIXON TOLD ME AS
FOLLOWS: ALL ACCORDS ARE, IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, MERE SHEETS
OF PAPERS. THEY WILL BE WORTHLESS, IF THEY ARE NOT IMPLEMENTED
AND IF NORTH VIETNAM VIOLATES THEM, THEREFORE, THE IMPORT ANT THING
IS WHAT YOU WILL DO AFTER SIGNING THE AGREEMENT , AND WHAT FACILITIES
WE WILL MAKE AVAILABLE TO YOU IF NORTH VIET NAM RENEGES ON AND
VIOLATSS THE AGREEMENT AND RENEWS ITS ATTACKS AGAINST THE SOUTH.

S0, YOU SHOULD NOT BE CONCERNED ABOUT THE SIGNING OF THIS AGREEMENT
WHICH, IN MY VIEW, IS THE BEST. THERE CAN BE NO BETTER AGREEMENT.,

WE WANT IT TO BE BETTER, BUT WE CANNOT MAKE ANY MORE MOVES VIis-A-VIS
THE SOVIET UNTON AND RED CHINA: AND VWE HAVE GIVEN UP, FURTHERMORE ,
PRESIDENT THIEU, YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT NO MATTER HOW GOOD TH=Z AGREEMENT
YOY DRAFT MAY BE, THE PROBLEM WILL NOT BE FOR YOU TO REFER TO THE
SIGNED AGREEMENT IF THE COMMUNISTS FAIL TO RESPECT IT AND SEND TROOPS
TO ATTACK YNDU AGATIM, THEY WOULD NOT BE AFRAID OF THE AGREEMENT.

THE REAL PROBLEM ISt WHAT WILL THE AMERICANS MAKE AVAILABLE TO

YOU, PRESIDENT THIEY, AMD THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE SO THEY CAN RESIST
THE COMMUNIST ATTACKS? THIS TS THE REALLY IMPORTANT MATTER.

CAND I INVITE YOU TO WASHINGTON TO LAY THE NEW GROUNDWORK FOR THE
REL AT JONS BETWEEN VIETNAM AND THE UNITED STATES IN THE POSTWAR

PER IOD, AND FOR THE COMMITMENTS TO PROVIDE MUTUAL ASSISTANCE IN
PROTECTING THE FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE OF SOUTH VIETNAM, SHOULD

THE CO4MUNISTS VIOLATE THE AGREEMENT.

T THOUGHT THAT T WAS PRACTICAL AND I XNOW THAT O'R SOUTHERN
COY PATR IOTS ARE PRACTICAL, TOO,

ACTHUALLY, IF THE COMMUNISTS VIOLATID THE AGREIMENT USING THE
AR ANT AID THEY RECEIUED FROM THE SOUVIET UNINMN AND RED CHINA AND
IF WE SHOWED THEM THE REAUTTIFLLY WARDED AGRIEMENT, THEY WO'LD
NOT RS AFIAID OF IT. BuT IF WE RECEIVED ADEAYATE U.S. MILITARY AID,
IF THE YIETNAMIZATION PLAN AND THE PLAM TO MODERNIZE THE RUN ARMED
FORCES WESEZ CARRIED OUT, aND IF THE AMERICANS RESUMED THEIR ASSISTANCH
TO us YITH THEZIR AIR FNRCE FACILITIES TN PUNISH THE AGGRESSORS,
THIS WOULD BE MORE PRACTICAL FOR 4§, T THOUGHI.
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OUR SURVIVAL DEPENDED ON BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NEEDED ON THE

BATTLEFIELD , ON ECONOMIC FACILITIES, AND ON U.S. BACKING. THIS
WAS MORE PRACT ICAL THAN HAVING A BEAUTIFULLY WORDED AGREEMENT BUT
NOTHING WITH WHICH TO COPE WITH THE ENEMY. THKAT SOUNDED VERY
ENT ICING AND LOGICAL. AND THE MOST IMPORTANT PRESSUYRE ON ME AT
THAT TIME WAS THAT -IF THE RVN GOVERNMENT REFUSED TO SIGN THE
AGREEMENT , THE U.S5. CONGRESS WOULD CERTAINLY AND IMMEDTATELY CUT
ALL ©,S. MILITARY AND ECONOMIC AID TO THE RVN GOVERNMENT--"AND
EVEN IF LATER ON YOU AGREE TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT, YOU WILL BE
UNABLE TO GET U.S. AID. THAT IS AN IRREVERSIBLE DECISION BY THE
J.5. CONGRZSS. AND WHEN THE COMMUNISTS AGAIN LAUNCH ATTACKS

CAGAINST YOU, YOU WILL HAVE NO MILITARY AND ECONOMIC AID FOR DEFENSE,
~ AND WE WILL NOT INTZRVENE., DO YOU THINXK THAT THE FUTRE OR THE

- PRESENT IS IMPORTANT?"

THOSE WERE THE CONDITTIOMS AND SOLEMN COMMITMENTS MADE NOT
BETWERM, T THINK, THE PERSONS OF MR NIXON AND MR NGUYEN VAN THIEU
OR BETWEEN TWO INDIVIDUALS OR TWO ADMINISTRATIONS, BUT BETWEEN
A ©¥,5. PRESIDENT AND A VIETNAMESE PRESIDENT; BETWEEZN A REPRESENTATIVE
OF OUR GREAT U.S. ALLY, LEADER OF THE FREE WORLD, AND ONE OF ITS
ALLIES WHICH WAS FIGHTING--THE RUN. THE COMMITMENTS WERE MADE WITH
THE HONOR OF TWO COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY THE HONOR OF A SUPERPOVER,
LEADER OF THE FREEZ WORLD. WHAT WERE THESE COMMITMENTS ABOUT?

FIRST , WHEN COMMUNIST NORTH VIETNAM RENEWED ITS AGGRESSION
AND VIOLATED THE AGREEMENT, THE AMERICANS WOULD REACT VIOLENTLY
AND IMMEDIATELY TO CHECK THE AGGRESSION, ‘

SECOND, THE AMERICANS WOULD RECOGNIZE ONLY THE RVN GOVERNMENT
AS THE SOLE GOVERNMENT TN SOUTH VIETNAM, o

THIRD , THE AMER ICANS WOULD PROMPTLY PROVIDE ABUNDANT MILITARY
AND ECONOMIC AID TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE TO HELP THEM FIGHT
THE COMMUNIST AGGRESSORS IMN CASE OF RENEWED COMMUNIST AGGRESSION,
THE AMERICANS WOULD PROVIDE THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE WITH SUFFICIENT
ECONOMIC AID TO HELP THEM DEVELOP THEIR COUNTRY.

HE ALSO SAID VICE PRESIDENT AGNEW WOULD COME TO VIETNAM IN
A FEW DAYS AND WOULD PUBLICLY ANNOUNCE THESE THREE COMMITMENTS IN
SAIGON, BUT WHEN MR AGNEW ARRIVED, HE ONLY TALKED aBOUT TWO
COMMITMENTS AND HME FAILED TO MENTION THE THIRD ONE: HME IGNORED
THE ONE DEALING WITH U.S. INTERFERENCE, REACTION, AND VIGOROUS
?iTALIATION. 1 BECAME DOUBTFUL ABOUT THE U.S. COMMITMENTS AT

AT POINT.

(MORE)
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XXX AT THAT POINT.
(TEXT) GENTLEMEN, COMPATRIOTS, BROTHERS AND SISTERS'

DEALING VITH THE AGREEMENT OF 26 OCTOBER 1972, T DID NOT THINK
"THAT A SECRETARY OF STATE LIKE MR KISSINGER COULD NOT REAL IZE THAT
IT WAS AN AGREEMENT LEADING THE NATION AND COUNTRY OF VIETNAM OT
ITS DEATH., T BELIEVE HE REALTZED THIS. I DO NOT WANT TO STRESS
- THAT HE ACCEPTED THIS, BUT SINCE EVERYONE REAL IZED THIS, HE MUST

HAVE REALIZED IT.,

I THOUGHT THERE WAS SOME REASON FOR HIS ACCEPT ANCE OF THIS
AGREEMENT, AT THAT TIME, T TOLD YOU COMPATRATIOS THAT THE '
SUPERPOWERS HAD THEIR GREAT INERESTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD., SINCE
THEIR INTERESTS IN A SMALL AND WEAK COUNTRY LIKE OURS, WERE SMALL,
THEY WOULD DARE SACRIFICE US IN THEIR EXCHANGE OF INTERESTS.

BUT WE HAD NOTHING FOR THEM TO SACRIFICE. WE HAD NOTHING LEFT

TO BE SACRIFICED. WE HAD ONLY A SMALL LAND, THIS SOUTH VIETNAM,
WHERE WE COWLD BREATHE THE AIR OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY TO LIVE,

WE COULD SACRIFICE NOTHING. THUS, YOU COMPATRIOTS CAN SEE THAT

MY STAND AT THAT TIME wAS TO NOT CUTT OFF A PIECE OF LAND AND YIELD
IT TO THE COMMUNIST AGGRESSORS; TO NOT ACCEPT A COALITTION BECAUSE
COALITION IS LIKE A SUGAR= COATED POISONOUS PILL3 TO NOT ALLOW THE
COMMUNISTS TO ACT AS THEY PLEASED IN SOUTH UIETNAM; AND TO NOT ACCEPT
A COALITION AS CONCEIVED BY THE COMMUNISTS. '

IN MY OPINION, WITHOUT THIS FOUR-POINT STAND, SOUTH VIETNAM COULD
NOT STAMNMD FIRM BUT WOULD BE GRADUALLY LOST. THESE FOWR POINTS
WERE THE ESSENT IAL MINIMUM, WHAT WOULD BE NEXT? BECAUSE OF SUCH
COMMITMENT S AND WITH CONFIDENCE, I WENT TO THE UNITED STATES IN
MARCH 1973,

I TOLD PRESIDENT NIXON AND THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND CONGRESS
THAT T DID NOT REQUEST FROM THEM ENDLESS AID FOR 23 OR 39 YEARS,
BECAUSE THE ECONOMIC POTENTIAL AND NATURAL RESOURCES OF SOUTH VIETNAM
ARE VERY ABUNDANT, TIF THEY WANTED SOUTH VIETNAM TO DEVELOP VIGOROQUSLY
WITHOUT NEEDING THEIR AID FOR 20 OR 3% YEARS LIXE THE ROK AMND ‘
NAT IONALIST CHINA OR ANY COUNTRY AFTER WORLD WAR II, THEY SHOULD
GIVE US A LOT OF AID FOR 3 OR 5 YEARS SO THAT WE COULD DEVELOP
OR ECONOMY, AND THEN GRADUALLY REDUCE IT TO ZERO BY 1983.

I CITED AN EXAMPLE., SUPPOSE I WERE A SICK PERSON WHO WAS JusT
RECOVERING MY STRENGTM, IF THEY GAVE ME A PILL DAILY, THIS WOULD
ONLY ALLEVIATE MY DISEASE. I WOULD REMAIN UNABLE TO WORK, TO STAND
UP AND WALK OR RUN, AND TO EARN MONEY. 1IF SOMEONE HIT ME, T WOULD
FALL. HOWEVER, AFTER RECOVERING FROM MY TLLNESS, IF IT WERE GIVEN
ABUNDANT MED ICINE-SEVEN OR EIGHT KINDS OF MEDICINE--AND IF 1 UNDERWENT
PHYSICAL TRAINING, I WOULD BECOME AS STRONG AS AN ATHLETE IN THE NEXT
3 OR 4 YEARS, AND COULD THEN WORK AND EARN MY LIVING, AND WHEN
I ACHIEVED SELF-SUFFICIENCY, T WOULD NO LONGER NEED THEIR CARE,

IF THE PATIENT IS NOT COMPLETELY HEALED, HE WILL BE UNABLE
TO PRODUCE ANYTHING. IF HE IS GIVEN MEDICINE FOR 3 YEARS, HE WILL
BECOME AS STRONG AS AN ATHLETE. AT THAT TIME, THE ASSISTANCE CAN
BE STOPPED. .

(MORE)
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‘XXX CAN BE STOPPED.,
(TEXT) HOWEVER, T REGRET THAT LATER ON WATERGATE OCCURRED

IN THZ UNITED STATES. THE U.S. POLITICAL SITUAT ION HAS PREVENTED
ABUND ANT ECONOMIC AID AND THE CONTINUATION OF THE VIETNAMIZATION

" PROGRAM AND THZ PROGRAM TO MODERNIZE THE RVN ARMED FORCES. 1IN

ADD IT ION, INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CHANGES CONCERNING ENERGY AND FOOD
HAVE CREATED DIFFICULT IES AND CONTRADICT IONS AMONG THE U.S. PEOPLE.

IHE COMMUNISTS ARE NOT SO STUPID AS TO FAIL TO RECOGNIZE
ALL THIS. THEY ARE VERY CUNNING AND HAVE FULLY EXPLOITED THESE
EVENT S. ‘ ‘ |

U.S. MILITARY AND ECONOMIC AID HAS DECREASED, THE VIETNAMIZATION
PROGRAM HAS NOT BEEN PROPERLY CARRIED OUT , AND THE PROGRAM TO
MODERNIZE THE RUN ARMED FORCES HAS NOT BEEN IMPLEMENTED. WHILE: -
300,289 NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE STILL HERE, THE ALLTED TROOPS
HAVE GONE. PRIOR TO THE CEASE-FIRE, THE COMMUNISTS HAD STORED 1IN
THE SOUTH FIVE TIMES MORE MUNITIONS THAN WE HAD, SINCE THEN, THEY
HAVE REPATRED THEIR AIRFIELDS, BUILT HIGHWAYS, LAID OIL PIPELINES,
AND CONT INUED TO RECEIVE TANKS AND ARTILLERY PIECES FROM THE SOVIET
UNION AND RED CHINA WHILE THE AMERICANS HAVE FRETENDED NOT TO NOTICE
ANY OF THESE ACTIVITIES AND HAVE REMAINED INACTIVE. THEY HAVE
SUCCEEDED IN BUILDING THEIR ARMY IN THE SOUTH TO THE 578,000¢
MARK, FORMING MORE DIVISIONS AND ARMY CORPS, BRINGING IN MORE
TANKS, ARTILLERY PIECES, ROCKETS, AND ANTIAIRCRAFT GUNS, AND BUILDING
MORE HIGHWAYS AND AIRFIELDS. THEY HAVE ADDED VAR IOUS TYPES OF MODERN
WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT TO THEIR ARESENAL TN THE SOUTH. MEANWHILE,
ALL TYPES OF U.S. AID TO THE SOUTH HAVE DECREASED AND SO HAS THE
U.S." DETERMINATION TO COPE WITH THE COMMUNISTS.

WE ARE NOW IN A VERY DIFFICULT POSITION, WE DESIRE TO SHOW THAT
WE RESPECT THE PARIS AGREEMENT SO AS TO PLEASE THE WORLD AND U.S.
PUBLIC OPINION, AND WE WANT TO PROVE THAT WE LOVE PEACE AND RESPECT
THE PARIS AGREEMENT. THEREFORE, WE HAVE KEPT INVITING THE COMMUNIST
SIDE TO NEGOTTIATE, ADVANCING ONE PROPOSAL AFTER ANOTHEZR AND WE HAVE
ADOPTED A DEFENSIVE RATHER THAN OFFENSIVE ATTITUDE. EVEN IF WE
WANTED TO L AUNCH ATTACKS, WE LACK ENOUGH FACILITIES TO LAUNCH
VIGOROUS AND DEEP THRUSTS AGAINST THE ENEMY'S RZAR AREA., Wz CANNOT
BOMB NORTH VIZTNAM BECAUSE WE LACK FACILITIES TO DO SO. IF WE HAD
DONE THAT, THE AMERICANS WOULD HAVE CUT AID MORE RAPIDLY. THEREFORE,
THE COMMUNISTS HAVE GAINED THE UPPER HAND,

IN MARCH 1973, WHEN I WAS IN THE UNITED STATES, THE TONG LE
CHAN INCIDENT HAD ALREADY OCCURRED. THE COMMUNISTS ATTACKED
THIS BASE NOT BECAISE THEY WANTED TO CAPTURE ONE OF O'R FORWARD
POSITIONS, THEY DID IT TO TEST U.S. DETERMINATION, TO SEE WHETHER
THE AMERICANS DARED TO REACT ALTHOUGH THEY HAD SAID THAT THEY WOULD.
THE AMER ICANS DARED MNOT REACT. THEREFORE, THE COMMUNISTS HAVE GROWN
BOLDER IN THEIR AGGRESSIVE ACTS.

FOLLOWING THE TONG LE CHAN INCIDENT, MANY OTHER REMOTE BASES
FELL TO THE COMMUNISTS ONE AFTER ANOTHER. BECAUSE OF THE POSIT IONS
OF THESE BASES, WE WERE UNABLE TO PROVIDE THEM WITH SUPPLIES,
REINSORCEMENTS, AND AIR SUPPORT AND TO EVACUATE THE WOUMNDED.
THE COMMUNISTS GRADUALLY ATTACKED AND SEIZED THEM. WE DID NOT HAVE
ENOUGH FACILITIES. WE LACKED HELTCOPTERS AND OTHER TYPES OF AIRCRAFT
TO SUPPORT THESE BASES. AND WE WERE UNABLE TO WITHDRAW FROM THEM.

No Objection to Declassification in Full 2010/06/15 : LOC-HAK-244-10-4-5
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'SEVENTH ADD 6@ (THIEY SPEECH)

XXK UITHDRAW FROM THEM. |
(TEXT> IN PURELY MILITARY TERMS, IT IS VERY STUPID TO ESTABLISH

AN OUTPOST IN A REMOTE AREA WITHOUT THE NECESSARY MEANS TO CARRY

OUT SUPPLY ACTIVITIES AND MEDICAL EVACUATION, MILITARILY, SUCH
OUTPOSTS HAD TO BE EVACUATED OR ABANDONED. HOWEVER , WHEN WE ABANDONED
SYCH OUTPOSTS, PEOPLE CLAIMED THAT THEY WERE ABANDONED BECAUSE THE

RVN TROOPS WERE FLEEING, AND NOT BECAUSE THEY WERE UNDER COMMUNIST
ATTACK, AND THAT THE RUN FORCES LACKED THE DETERMINATION TO FIGHT.

IF WE HAD DECIDED TO FIGHT AND DEFEND THESE OUTPOSTS, WE WOULD MOT

~HAVE HAD THE FACILITIES TO DO SO, THEREFORE, THE FALL OF SOME =

OUTPOSTS TRIGGERED THE FALL OF COUNTLESS OTHER QUTPOSTS AND ENTAILED

- THE LOSS OF MANY OF O'R GOOD COMBAT UNITS. THE L0OSS OF SMALL

BASES HAS LED TO THE LOSS OF LARGER BASVS AND THE FALL OF DISTRICT
CAPITALS.

THIS REPRESENTED A TEST OF U.S.‘RESOLVE AND REACTION., BUT THE.
UNITED STATEZS REMAINED SILENT. THE UNITED STATES HAS ALSO REMATNED
SILENT AFTER PROVINCE CAPITALS HAVE FALLEN., THE UNITED STATES HAS
NOT DARED REACT. SUCH AN ATTITUDE HAS INEVITABLY EZNCOURAGED THE
AGGRESSORS, WHO HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY STRONGER , WHEREAS WE,

WHO HAVE FOUGHT IN SELF-DEFENSE, HAVE BEEN STEZADILY WEZAKENZD BY OUR
FRIEND. THE BIG BROTHERS OF THE AGGRESSORS HAVE HELPED THEM BECOHME
INCREASINGLY STRONGER, DESPITE THIS, THE UNITED STATES HAS NOT
MADE ANY MOVES VIS-A-VIS THE SCVIET UNION AND RED CHINA, NOR HAS

- THE UNITED STATES DARED TO TOUCH THE HAIR ON THE LEGS OF THE NORTH

VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS AND THE COMMUNISTS IN THE SOUTH.
EVEN WHEN PHUOC LONG FELL, THE UNITED STATES DID NOT REACT.
THUS, WHAT HAS HAPPENED? SINCE 1973, U.S. MILITARY AID HAS

- DECREASED., THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAY HAS NOT BEEN IMPLEMENTED

AND THE PROGRAY FOR MODERNIZATION OF THE RVN ARMED FORCES WAS ABANDONED

- FOLLOWING THE SIGNING OF THE PARIS AGREZEMENT.

THERE CAN BE NO MAGIC IN COMBAT. 1IN COMBAT, THZRET MUST BE AN

"EQUIL IBRTUM IN THE BALANCE OF FORCES., COMBAT REQUIRES BOMBS,

AMMUNITION AND OTHER FACILITIES.

IN ADDITION TO THE WILL TO FIGHT AND GALLANTRY, WE MUST BE
REALISTIC, WE CANMOT JUST BITE OTHERS TO DEMONSTRATE OUT GALLANTRY.
WE ARE FIGHTING THE COMMUNISTS WHO POSSESS FACILITIZS MADE AVAILABLE
TO THEM BY THE SOVIET UNION AND RED CHINA, WE ARE NOT FIGHTING AN
ENEMY POSSESSING JUST PRIMITIVE WEAPONS AND MACHETTES, AS HE DID
IN THE PAST. THE COMMUNISTS NOW POSSESS MORE ABUNDANT , MORE MODERN
AND MORE POWERFUL FACILITIES AND HAVE MORE TROOPS.. :

THEREFORE, THE TIME HAS COME WHEN THE COMMUNISTS HAVE COMPELLED
US TO USE OUR REGULAR UNITS TO DEFEND OUR TERRITORY, WE HAVE BEEN

‘FULLY AWARE THAT THE COMMUNISTS WERE LAYING A TRAP. HOWEVER,

BECAUSE WE HAVE THE TERRITCRY, THE PEOPLE, THE COMMUNICATIONS, ‘

THE BRIDGES, THE ECONOMY, THE RICEPADDIES AND THE RIVERS, WE HAVE

HAD TO DEFEND THIS BY SPREADING OUT OUR ARMED FORCES. AND WE HAVE
EFFECTIVELY DEFENDED OUR TERRITORY FOR 2 YEARS UNTIL RECENTLY.

(MORE)
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EIGHTH ADD 6@ (THIEY SPEECH)
XXX YEARS UMT IL RECENTLY,

(TEXT) MEANWHILE, THE COMMUNISTS HAVE STEADILY INTRODUCED INTO
"THE SOUTH MORE TROOPS, MORE TANKS, MORE HEAVY ART ILLERY PIECES,

MORE ANT IAIRCRAFT GUNS AND MORE ROCKETS. 1IN CERTAIN AREAS, THE
COMMUNIST FORCES WERE ONE AND A HALF, TWO AND EVEN THREE TIMES
LARGER THAN OWRS. 1IN CERTAIN PROVINCE CAPITALS, DISTRICTI CAPITALS
OR MILITARY BASES, IF WE HAD ONE DIVISION, THE COMMUNISTS DEPLOYED
TWO DIVISIONS TO CONFRONT US3 IF WE HAD ONE REGIMENT, THEY DEPLOYED )
ONE DIVISION; IF WE HAD ONE BATTALIONM, THEY DEPLOYED ONE REGIMENT ;
IF WE HAD 15 TANKS, THEY DEPLOYED 22 TANKS; IF WE HAD 18 HEAVY GUNS,
THEY DEPLOYED 2%3. THIS MEANS THAT THEIR FORCES MAVE BEEN TWICE

AS LARGE AS O!RS. AS A RESULT, THE BALANCE OF FORCEZES HAS TILTED
TOWARD THE COMMUNISTS. CONSEQUENTLY, A NUMBER OF OWR BASES AND
PROVINCE CAPITALS HAVE INEVITABLY BEEN OVERRUN,

THE TIME HAD COME WHEN WE HAD TO ASK: WILL THE UNITED STATES
PROVIDE YS WITH AID ANMD WILL IT INTERVENE AFTER ALL? SHALL
WE SIT BY aND WAIT FOR THE UNITED STATES TO PROVIDE US WITH AID 50
WE CAN FIGHT AND LAUNCH COUNTERATTACXS? I¥ THE UNITED STATES DID
NOT INTERVENZ, WE WOULD AT SOME FUTURE TIME LOSE EVERYTHIWNG,
IF THE PROVINCE CAPITALS, THE DISTRICT CAPITALS AND THE RVN UNITS
WERE LOST , THE HEAD OF SQOUTH VIETNAM--THE CAPITAL AND THIS PROSPEROUS
REGION--WOULD BE LOST.

THE TIME HAD COME WHEN HE HAD TO MAXE UP OUR MINDS., REALIZING
THAT THE AMER ICANS HAD ADOPTED A DEFEATIST ATTITUDE TOWARD THE
COMMUNTST $* ACTS OF AGGRESSION, WE HAD TO DECIDE OUR OWN AFFAIRS.
THEREFORE, AFTER BAN ME THUOT-~-THE MOST I¥PORTANT, PROSPEROUS AND
DENSELY POPULATED AREA OF THE CENTRAL HIGHL ANDS--CAME UNDER COMMUNTIST
ATTACK, WE WONDERED IF OUR FORCES COULD DEFEND KONTUM AND PLEIKU.
OIR FORCES COWLD NOT DFFEND KONTUM AND PLEIKU WHICH, WE BELIEVED
AT THAT TIME, WOULD FALL SOONER OR LATER. AFTER BAN ME THUOT HAD
FALLEN, WE WONDERED WHERE WE COULD GET TROOPS TO RECAPTURE IT.

WE CAME TO A POLITICAL DECISION NOT TO INSURE THE LIFE OR DEATH
DEFENS: OF KONTUM AND PLEZIKU.

Ty O . R H
" : . : o N PR
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- ON THE BASIS OF THE VIEWS OF THE PR IME'MINISTER, THE GENERAIL
COMMANDER OF THE JOINT GENERAL STAFF AND THE COMMAMNDERS 0OF THE
MILITARY REGIONS CONCERNED, WE DECIDED TO DEPLOY‘ QUR FORCES ‘ ‘
FROM KONTUY AND PLEIKY TO RECAPTURE BAN ME THUOT. 1IF BAN ME THUOT
WERE RETAKEN, WE RELIEVED, WE WOULD HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RETAKE
KONTUM AND PLEIKU.

THIS WAS A TATTIIAL EECISTON AND, IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, A
POLTITICAL DECISION. IT WAS A MILITARY, TACTICAL DECISION, AS
FAR AS MR II WAS CONCERENED, !NFORTYUNATELY, ANY REDEPLOYMENT OF
TROOPS OR ANY WITHDRAWAL IS NOT AN EASY TASK. IT IS A MOST DIFFICULT
TASK FOR AN ARMY. FURTHERMORE, THE COMMUNIST FORCES IN BAN ME
THUOT AND THOSE USED TO INTERCEPT OUR TROOP MOVEMENTS FROM XONT UM
AND PLETIKU TO PHU BON WERE MORE NUMEZROUS THAN OWRS. WE HaAD OMNLY
ONE REG IMENT MOVING KONTUM AND PLEIKU TO PHU BON. THEREFORE, IT
WAS ALREADY EXTREMELY DIFFICULT FOR US TO PRESERVE PART OF OUR
FORCES MOVING FROM KONTUM AND PLEIKU TO TUY HOA ANMD HNINH HOA,
WZ DID NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT FORCES TO CONCENTRATE ON HILL 2% TO
CHECK THE COMMUNIST ADVANCE FROM BAN ME THUOT. ALL HOPES OF
RETAKING BAN ME THUOT THEN VANISHED, BECAUSE OUR FORCES EVER YWHERE
HAD TO CONFRONT THE ENZMY ON A ONE TO THREE RATIO, THAT IS, THE
COMMUNTIST FORCES WERE THREE TIMES LARGER THAN'OURS. FACED WITH
- THIS SITUATION, WE HAD TO RELYCTANTLY USE OUR AIRBORME UNITS,
WHICH WERE AL SO OVERWHELMED BY AN ENTIRE COMMUNIST DIVISION,
YOU SEE, GENTLZMEN AND COMPATRIOTS, EVEN OUR SEASONED AIRBORNE
COMBATANT S WERE OVERWMELEMED, AFTER THEY HAD FOUGHT SELFLESSLY
AND INFLICTED HEAVY LOSSES ON TWO OR THREE ENEMY REGIMENTS,

WITH THAT TREND, NWA TRANG, PHAN RANG, AHD CAY RANH WERE.
THREATENED BECAUSE THEY WERE DEFENED BY ONLY REGIONAL AND MILITIA
FORCES. THIS WAS ALSO TRUE WITH PHU YEN. OVER THE PAST FEW
YEARS, WE HAD MAINTAINED ONE DIVISION IN QUI NHONM AND BINH DINH.
OVER THESE YEARS, HOWEVER, THE COMMUNISTS HAD INCREASED THEIR TROOP
STRENGTH THERE AND HAD OBTAINED MORE WEAPONS. THEREFORE, DESPITE
THE FACT THAT OUR 22D DIVISION FOUGHT COURAGEOUSLY, IT SUSTAINED
LOSSES AND, IN THE END, HAD TO WITHDRAW.

(MORE)

21 APR 1903Z JTC/CAJ
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FBIS 115
SG911896 NINTH ADD sg--cTHL.U SPEECH)
XXX HAD TO WITHDRAUW.

(TEXT) IN HUE AND DANANG , THE PROBLEM ALSO CONCERNED THE
BALANCE OF FORCES BETWEEN US AND THE ENEMY, T READTILY ACKNOWLEDGE
THAT A FEW OTHER FACTORS WERE INVOLVED IN THE LOSS OF HUE AND
" DANANG: SPECIFICALLY, SOME COMMANDERS HAD ADOPTED A DEFEAT IST
ATTITWE: SOME DISTURBANCES WERE CAUSED BY THE COMPATRIOTS'
EVACUAT ION., I AM SPEAKING FRANXLY. I AM NOT TRYING TO LAY THE
BLAME ON THE TROOPS OR THE COMPATRIOTS. T WANT TO SAY THAT SOME
DEVELOPMENTS ON THE BATTLEFIELD WERE FORESEEABLE AND SOME OTHERS
WERE NOT. FACED WITH THE ENEMY PRESSURE AND HIS ARTILLERY ATTACKS
ON DANANG, WE COULD NOT INSURE A PROTRACTED LIFE OR DEATH DEFENSE
OF OYR POSITIONS.

IT IS TRUE THAT WE AT THE CENTRAL LEVEL HAD GIVEN THE LIFE OR
DEATH DEFENSE ORDERS: HOWEVER, WMEN THE FIELD COMMANDERS, WHO
WERE CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH THE TROOPS AND THE PEOPLE, COULD NOT
FULFILL THEIR MISSIONS DESPITE THEIR DETERMINAT ION, HE HAD NO WAY
OF HAVING THEM FULFILL THETIR MISSIONS UNLESS WE COULD SEND THzM
ADD IT IONAL TROOPS, WHICH WE DID NOT HAVEs UNLESS WE COULD SEND THEWM
ADD IT IONAL TROOPS, WHICH WE DID NOT HAVE; UNLESS WE COULD PROVIDE
THEM WITH ADDIT IONAL AIRCRAFT AND BOMBS, WHICH WE DID NOT HAVEj
AND UNLESS WE PROVIDED THEM WITH ADDITIONAL TANKS AND HEAVY GUNS,
WHICH WE DID NOT HAVE EITHER.

IT 1S RECALLED THAT THE U.S. TROOPS WERE REGULARLY PROVIDED
WITH MORE B-32 SUPPORT THAN WERE OUR RVN TROOPS, THAT WAS WHY
THE Y.,S. TROOPS COULD WIN VICTORIES EASILY AND SUCCEEDED IN
FORCING THE ENEZMY TD BOW HIS HEAD.

AFTER 1973 OUR TROOPS HAD FOUGHT MANY BATTLES THAT WON THE
ADM IR AT ION OF TH" ¥.5. GENERALS WHO RETURNED TO SOUTH VIETNAM,
ESPECTALLY SINCE I ORDERED OUR FORCES TO FIGHT THE ENEMY IN
ECONOMICAL VIETNAMESE WAYS., THESE U.S. GENERALS SAID THAT EVEN
" U.S. MARINES SUPPORTED BY B-52'S COULD HARDLY FIGHT SO VICTORTIOUSLY.
YET , YOUR BAREFOOTED DIVISIONS, THEY SAID, COULD FIGHT. THEY
HAD TO EXPRESS THEIR ADMIRATION.

NEVERTHELESS, DUR ING THAT PERIOD, WHEN WE ASKED FOR $1.4
BILLION IN U.S, AID, THE UNITED STATES REDUCED THIS REQUESTED
AMOUNT TO $722 MILLION, AND THE $322 MILLION HAS BEEN HANGING IN
ATR FOR ABOUT 1 YEAR NOW. DURING THAT PERIOD, THE RVN ARYED
FORCES HAYE LOST SOME S@ PERCENT OF THEIR COMBAT POTZNTIAL: IT
IS LIKE A BOXER WHO HAS LOST SOME 692 PERCENT OF HIS STRENGTH.

~
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MILITARILY, WHEN AN ARMY IS STRONG, IT WILL REMAIN STRONG,

AND IF IT IS WEAK, IT WILL GET WEAKER. IT IS LIKE A PATIENT:
IF A PAT IENT REMAINS STRONG ENOUGH, HE WILL RECOVER, AMD IF HE IS
WEAK, HE WILL GET WEAKER. WHEN THE UNITED STATES REDUCED ITS AID
TO US AND WE CONSEQUENTLY LOST SOME &2 PERCEINT OF OUR COMBAT
POTENT IAL, YOU CAN IMAGINE WHAT HAD TO HAPPEN, OUR CASUALTIES
- HAVE INCREASED MANIFOLD, BECAYUSE WE HAVE NOT HAD ENOUGH AIR-

SUPPORT . FURTHERMORE , UR ARTILLERY HMAS BEEN INFERIOR TO THAT
OF THE ENEMY. THE CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON US BY THE ENEMY
ART ILLERY HAVE SOARED, THE FATALITY RATE AMONG THE WOUNDED HAS
INCREASED BECAUSE WE HAVE NOT HAD ENOUGH HEL ICOPTERS TO EVACUATE
THE WOUNDED. WORSE STILL, AT THE HOSPITALS, BANDAGES HAVE BEEN
USED AND REUSED TWO OR THREE TIMES, THIS IS INMHUMAN TO A
WOUNDED COMBATANT: IT IS INHUMAN TO USE A BANDAGE, THEN WASH IT
CAND USE IT AGAIN. :

BECAUSE OF THE SHORTAGE OF AMMUNITION, WE HAVE HAD TO COUNT
EVERY SINGLE CARTRIDGE. WE HAVE LOST A CERTAIN NUMBZR OF QUR TANKXS
AND ARTILLERY PIECES. THE UNITED STATES UNDERTOCK IV THE PARIS
AGREEMEZNT TO CARRY OUT REPLACEMENTS ON A PIECE-TO-PIECE BASIS,

BUT IT HAS NOT MADE THESE REPLACEMENTS. IT HAS STOPPED PROVIDING
US WITH THESE MEANS,

AS A MATTER OF COURSE, OUR WAR MATERIEL HAS GRADUALLY DECREASED :
THAT 1S WHY WE HAVE LOST. ON THE CONTRARY, THE COMMUNISTS AT
THE OUTSET HAD AN AMOUNT OF WAR MATERIEL WHICH HAS STEADILY
INCREASED ., THEREFORE, THEY HAVE GAINED A DUAL ADVANT AGE--THAT IS,
THEY HAVE OBT AINED MORE WAR MATERIEL, WHEREAS OUR VOLUME OF WAaR
MATERIEL HAS DECREASED,

THUS, NO MATTER HOW BRAVE OUR COMBATANTS MAY BE AND NO MATTER
HOW SKILLFUL OUR COMMANDERS MAY B%E, WE MUST SUFFER LOSSES AND LOSE
LAND AND PEOPLE., WE HAVE REALIZED THIS FACT AND WE CANNOT ENDURE
IT. MANY TIMES, WE HAVE SEEN THAT WE MUST RESORT TO AN ILLOGICAL
TACTIC TO DEFEND OUR LAND AND TO PROTECT OUR PEOPLE. WE HAVE HAD
TO FIGHT AN ILLOGICAL WAR BECAUSE THIS IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY.

THE COMMUNISTS HAVE NO RESPONSIBILITY.

SUPPOSE THAT ‘T AM THE OWNER OF A PLANTATION OF 9 OR 10 HECTARES.
TO PREVENT MY FRUIT AND POILTRY FROM BEING STOLEN, I NEED 39 CR
49 KEEPERS, IF A BURGLAR BREAKS INTO MY PLANTATION EVERY NIGHT
AND FELLS A TREE AND STEALS 18 PIECES OF FRUIT, THIS IS SUFFICIENT
TO DESTROY MY PLANTATION. BUT, IN THIS CASE, THE ROBBERS ARE
MORE MUMEROUS THAN THE KXEEPERS AND ARE EQUIPPED WITH MORE MODERN
WEAPONS, HOWEVER, THE AMERICANS HAVE ASKED US TO DO AN IMPOSSIBLE
THING .

(MORE)
21 APR 20317 GE/HH
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'TENTH 4DD 6¢ (THIEU ADDRESS)
XKX AN IMPOSSIBLE THING.-

(TEXT) I HAVE THEREFORE, TOLD THEM: YOU HAVE ASKED US
TO DO SOMETHING THAT YOW FAILED TO DO WITH HALF A MILLION
POWERFUL TROOPS AND SKILLED COMMANDERS AND WITH NEARLY
$322 BILLION IN EXPENDITURES OVER & LONG YEARS. IF I DO NOT
SAY THAT YOU WERE DEFEATED BY THE COMMUNISTS IN VIET NAM,
I MUST MODESTLY SAY THAT YOU DID NOT WIN EITHER, BUT YOU
FOUND AN HONORABLE WAY ONT., AND AT PRESENT , WHEN OUR ARMY
LACKS WEAPONS, AMMUNITION, HELICOPTERS, AIRCRAFT AND B-52'S,
YOU ASK US TO DO AN IMPOSSIBLE THING LIKE FILLING UP THE
OCEAN WITH STONES., THIS IS LIKE A CASE WHICH YOU HAVE
ME ONLY $3 AND RGE ME TO GO BY PLANE, FIRST CLASS: TO RENT
A ROOM IN A HOTEL FOR $39 PER DAY: TO EAT FOUR OR FIVE SLICES
OF BEEFSTEAX AND TO DRINK SEVEN OR EIGHT GLASSES OF WINE -
PER DAY. THIS IS AN IMPOSSIBLE, ABSURD THING.

ALSO, YOU HAVE LET OUR COMBATANTS DIE UNDER A
HAIL OF SHELLS. THIS IS AN INHUMANE ACT BY AN INHUMAN ALLY.
REFUSING TO AID AN ALLY AND ABANDONING IT IS AN INHUMANE ACT.
THIS IS THE REASON WHY, ON THE DAY A U.S. CONGRESSIONAL
DELEGAT ION CAME HERE, T TOLD THE CONGRESSMEN THAT IT WAS
NOT THE PROBLEM OF $300 MILLION IN AID, BUT IT WAS THE QUESTION
OF COMPLYING WITH THE U.S, PLEDGE TO ASSIST THE VIET NAMESE
PEOPLE IN THE STRUGGLE TO PROTECT THEIR INDEPENDENCE AND
FREEDOM AND THE IDEAL OF FREEDOM FOR WHICH THE AMERICANS
FOUGHT TOGETHER WITH OUR PEOPLE HERE AND FOR WHICH SOME
58,928 U.S., CITIZENS WERE SACRIFICED,

"THE UNITED STATES 1S PROUD OF BEING AN INVINCIBLE DEFENDER
OF THE JUST CAUSE AND THE IDEAL OF FREEDOM IN THIS WORLD AMND
WILL CELEBRATE ITS 222TH ANNIVERSARY NEXT YEAR., I ASKED
THEM: ARE U.S. STATEMENTS TRUSTWORTHY? ARE U.S. COMMITMENTS
STILL VALID? SOME $308 MILLION IS NOT A BIG SUM TO YOU.
COMPARED WITH THE AMOUNT OF MONEY YOU SPENT HERE IN 12
YEARS, THIS SUM IS SUFFICENT FOR ONLY 18 DAYS OF FIGHT ING.
AND WITH THIS SUM, YOU ASK ME TO SCORE A VICTORY OR TO CHECK
THE COMMUNIST AGGRESSION--A TASX WHICH YOU FAILED TO FULFILL
IN 6 YEARS WITH ALL U.S. FORCES AND WITH SUCH AN AMOUNT OF MONEY,
THIS IS ABSURD!

GENTELEMEN, COMPATRIOTS AND BROTHERS AND SISTERS:

ALL THIS HAS LED TO THE CURRENT SITUATION IN OUR COUNTRY.
I ACCEPT THE CRITICISM OF THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD AND OUR ALLY
AS WELL AS THE CORRECT CRITICISM OF OUR VISTNAMESE PEOPLE.
T ADMIT THAT SOME, BUT NOT ALL, OF OUR MILITARY LEADERS
WERE COWARDLY AND IMBUED WITH A DEFEATIST SPIRIT AND LACKED
THE BRAVERY OF COMBATANTS IN RECENT BATTLES. IN SOME AREAS
OUR COMBATANTS FOUGHT VALIANTLY AND I DON'T THINK THAT OUR
ALL IED TROOPS COULD HAVE FOUGHT AS VALIANTLY AS THEY DID.

WE MUST BE JUST. THEREFORE, I HAVE SAID THAT WRONGDOERS
MUST BE PROP:ZRLY AWARDED. WE DO NOT TRY TO CONCEAL THE
SHORTCOMINGS OF THOSE WRONGDOERS. WE ARE PROUD TO SAY THAT
WE SCORED ACHIEVEMENTS IN SOME OF THE RECENT BATTLES THAT

OUR 1,S. ALLISED TROOPS PRORABLY COIN.D NOT HAUF QOARFR TW THEY
HAD No Objection to Declassification in Full 2010/06/15 : LOC-HAK-244-10-4-5
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- LET US NOW AGAIN TALK AROUT THE GENERAL STTHATTION TN Nim

COUNTRY No Objection to Declassification in Full 2010/06/15 : LOC-HAK-244-10-4-5

28 DIVISIONS AND NUMEROUS ROCKETS, ANTIAIRCRAFT GUNS,

ARTILLERY PIECES AMD TANKS. WE REGRET THAT THE SITUATION

HAS CHANGED SO RAPIDLY IN CENTRAL VIETNaM, HOWEVER , AS A
PRESIDENT AND A MAN WITH SOME MILITARY KNOWLEDGE, I HAVE o
THE COURAGE TO SAY THAT THE CURRENT SITUATION WOULD BE THE SAME
REGARDLESS OF THE RATE OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITUATION :

IN THE RECENT PAST. I CAN SAY THIS TO YOU, GENTLEMEN,

AND YOU WILL HAVE A CHANCE TO CROSSCHECK WITH MILITARIST: I BELTEVE

THAT EVEN TF WE HAD NOT WITHDRAWN OUR TROOPS FROM KONTUM AND
PLEIKU WITH THE EXPLICIT PURPOSE OF USING THEM TO RECAPTURE
BAN ME THUOT, XONTUM AND PLETIXU WOULD NO LONGER BF UND ER

OUR CONTROL. WE WOULD HAVE MOST EVERYTHING ,

TROOPS, TANKS, ARTILLERY PIECES, AND OUR PEOPLE IN THESE
AREAS, BECAUSE WE WITHDREW OUR TROOPS FROM THEM , WE
'SUCCEEDED IN SALVAGING HALF, AND EVEN MORE THAN HALF, OF THEM,

CONSIDERING THE SITUATION AT THAT TTME, QUANG TIN WOULD
HAVE SOON BEEY LOST; EVEN MAJOR GENERAL TRUONG ADMITTED
- THAT. NEXT TO THE FALL OF QUANG TIN WOULD HAVE BEEN THE
FALL OF QUANG KGAI, BINH DINH AND QUI NHON WOULD THEN HAVE
BEEN ISOLATED AND COULD HAVE STOOD FOR A FEW MORE WEEKXS
AT THE MOST. HUZ WOULD HAVE BEEN ENCIRCLED BY FOUR OR FIVE
COMMUNIST DIVISIONS, THE PEOPLE IN THAT CITY WOULD

HAVE BEEN SHZLLED.

SINCE WE HAD OMLY THE FIRST DIVISION IN HUE AND MAR I NE
DIVISION DEPLOYED BETWEEN HUE AND DANANG AND THE THIRD
DIVISTON IN DANANG, WE HAD TO WITHDRAW FROM THOSE AREAS,
ALTHOUGH RATHER TOO RAPIDLY.

- EVEN TIF WE HaD NOT DONE WHAT WE DID, THE RESULT
WOULD HAVE BEEN THE SAME AS NOW, T THINK.

IN PHU YENM AND TUY HOA, WE ONLY HAD REGIONAL AND POPIUL AR
FORCES WHICH COULD NOT DEFEND THESE PROVINCES. SINCE WE
HAD ONLY 2 OR 3 DIVISIONS TO DEFEND NHA TRANG, WE ALSO LOST
THAT CITY, WE CANNOT SAY THAT OUR COMBAT ANTS DID NOT FIGHT
IN PHAN RANG AND PHAN THIET. THERE WERE NOT ONLY PEQPLE
FLEEING BEFORE THE ENEMY'S ADVANCE 3 THERE YERE PEOPLE WHO FOUGHT
VERY VALTANTLY, T SENT MANY GENERALS TO THE AREA, BESIDES
THE GENZRAL COMMANDING THE MILITARY REGION, MAJ GEN NGUYEN
VINH NGHI WAS ALSO PRESENT., GENERAL NGHI VOLUNT EERED
TO WORK UMDER THE COMMAND OF ANOTHER MILITARY REGION COMMANDER,
GENERAL TOAN, IN ORDER TO DEFEND THE PHAN RANG ATRBASE,
HE DID NOT BOTHZR ABOUT HIS MILITARY RANK OR FEAR DANGER.
HOWEVER, NUR TROOPS WERE IN A WEAK POSITION AND OUR
MILITARY EQUIPMENT WAS INADEQUATE. PHAN RANG WAS LOST TO
THE ENEMY IN THE END AFTER SOME DEFENSE AND SO WAS PHAN THIET.

THEREFORE, YUNDER THE CURRENT CONDITIONS, WE MUST TRY TO
REDEPLOY OUR TROOPS TO DEFEND MR IIT AND IV. WE ARE NOW
IN A POSITION IN WHICH WE MUST RELY ON THE VALOR AND _
DETERMINATION OF OUR COMBATANTS, THE SUPPORT OF OUR COMPATRIOTS,
AND THE UTMOST SACRIFICE OF QUR COMBATANTS., VWE CANNOT :
SAY THAT WE CAN DEFEND THESE AREAS BY RELTIANCE ON OUR TROOPS®
STRENGTH AND WEAPONS. '

(MORE)
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FBIS 122
ELEVENTH ADD 18 (TMIEU ADDRESS)
XXX STRENGTH AND WEAPONS,

(TEXT) IV THE DAYS AHEAD THE FIGHTING WILL BE VERY P&RILOUS,
VERY FIERCE AND VERY CHALLENGING TO OUR ARMED FORCES AND PEOPLE.

GENTLEMEN: TODAY, BEFORE BOTH CHAMBZRS OF THE NAT IONAL
ASSEMBLY, BEFORE THE SIPREME COURT, BEFORE THE GOVERNMENT , BEFORE
THZ COMPATRIOTS AND BEFORE THE BROTHER AND SISTER COMBATANTS AND
CADRES NATIONWIDE, I DECLARE MY RESIGNATION AS PRESIDENT , AND,

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONSTITUTION, VICE PRESIDENT TRAN VAN
HUONG WILL ASSUME THE POSITION OF PRESIDLNT.

ARTICLE 55 GF THE CONSTITUTION STIPULATES THAT UPON TAKING
OFFICE, THZ PRESIDENT SYALL TAKE THE OATHM OF OFFICE BEFORE THE
PEOPLE NATIONWIDE, IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SUPREME COURT AND THE
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF THE STTUATJON AND BECAUSE
OF ITS IRGENCY, MY RESIGNATION TODAY IS NOT CEREMONIOUS VIS-A-VIS
THE COMPATRIOTS NATIONWIDE, AS WELL AS YOURSELVES AND THE BROTHER
COMBATANT S AND CADRES. TIME DOES NOT PZRMIT ME TO ANNOUNCE IT '
MORE CEREMONIOUSLY IN A MORE SOLEMN SETTIHG. FOUR YEARS AGO,

I ASSUMED A MISSION ENTRUSTED TO ME BY THE PEOPLE NATIONWIDE,

UPON MY DEPARTURE, T SHOULD HAVE SOLICITED THE VIEWS OF THE

PEOPLE, IN ONZ WAY OR ANOTHER, EVIN THOUGH THE CONSTITUT ION DOES

NOT PROVIDE FOR A REFERENDUM OR ANY WAY IN WHICH THE PEOPLE
NATIONWIDE CAN VOICE THEIR NONCONFIDENCE IN THE PRESIDENT IN

OFFICE. HOWEVER, I DO NOT REQUIRE THAT BECAUSE OF THE SITUATION,
BECAUSE THaT WOULD BE COSTLY AND BECAUSE, I BELIEVE, ONCE T HAVE
TAKEN THE DECISION TO RESIGN, T WILL ASSUMW FULL RFSPONSIBILITY

FOR THIS DECISION BEFORE THE PEOPLE NATIONWIDE AND FOR THE REASONS I
- ADVANCZ ,

IN LIGHT OF ARTICLE 55 OF THE CONSTITUTION, THE SWEARING -IN
OF PRESIDENT-DESIGNATE TRAN VAN HUONG SHOULD HAVE BEEN HELD 1IN
A SOLEMN SETTING. HOWEVER, AS I HAVE SAID, THE SITUATTON DOES NOT
PERMIT US TO DO SO. ANOTHER REASON IS THAT A DISCONT INUATION
OF THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CHIEF OF STATE MUST BE PREVENTED 50 AS
TO AVOID POLITICAL INSTABILITY, A POLITICAL VACUUM, AND THE
ENEMY'S EXPLOITATION OF THE SITUATION. THREFORE, I HAVE AN
(RGENT REQUEST., [ URGENTLAOND EARNESTLY ASK BOTH CHAMBERS OF
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND THE SUPREME COURT TO CONCUR WITH MY
REQUEST THAT VICE PRESIDENT TRAN VAN HUONG BE ALLOWED TOQ TAKE THE
'OATH OF OFFICE HERE LATER, IN ORDER TO AVOID POLITICAL ‘
INSTABILITY AND A POLITICAL VACUUM THAT MAY BE DETRIMENTAL TO
NAT IONAL SECURITY.

. o
g \ hd
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AS YOU KNOW, I AM NOT A MAN WHO LACKS COURAGE. I CAN PROUDLY
AFFIRM THAT I HAVE AMPLE PHYSICAL COURAGE , BECAUSE I HAVE BEEN
A COMBATANT FOR 272 YEARS NOW, IF I WERE DOOMED TO DEATH, T ‘
WOULD HAVE DIED WHILE I WAS A SECOND LIEUTENANT. AT THAT TIME, WITH
THE BLESSING OF PROVIDENCE, T SURVIVED. I HAVE LIVED TO THIS DAY,
UNDERGOING UNTOLD TRIALS IN COMBAT. 1IN MY MILITARY CAREER , T
- HAVE SPENT LITTLE TIME IN THE OFFICE. 1 HAVE SPENT MOST OF THE
TIME IN COMBAT. EVEN WHILE I WAS PRESIDENT, NO ONE COMPELLED
ME TO GO TO BINH LONG, XONTUM, QUANG TRI, BINH DINH AND HUE DUR ING
THE MAU THAN TET HOLIDAYS. SOMETIMES ENEMY SHELLS FELL CLOSE TO
ME, AND ONCE A HELICOPTER FLYING NEXT TO MINE WAS SHOT DOWHN.
DESPITE ALL THIS, I BELIEVED THAT MY PRESENCE AMONG THE
- COMBATANTS HELPED THEM FIGHT VICTORIOUSLY, AND THEY DID WIN.

WITH REGARD TO MY POLITICAL AND MORAL COURAGE, LET ME
RECALL=~-NOT MERELY TO CITE THE MERITORIOUS SERVICE I HAVE RENDERED TG
THE COMPATRIOTS AND THE BROTHERS AND SISTERS--THAT ON 2 NOVEMBER
1963, THE UNITED STATES STRONGLY PRESSURED ME INTO HEADING A
DELEGATION TO PARIS TO ATTEND THE FO!R-PARTY CONFERENCE ON THE
SAME FOOTING AS THE NFLSV. T BALKED AT GOING, AND YOU MAY RECALL
THE SPEECH I DELIVERED BEFORE BOTH CHAMBERS OF THE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY ON 2 NOVEMBER 1963, IT 1S REASONABLE TO SAY THAT MY
LIFE WAS AT STAKE, BECAUSE THOSE WHO WANTED TO KILL ME HAD AMPLE
MEANS TO DO SO, AND THOSE WHO WANTED TO OVERTHROW MY REGIME
ALSO HAD AMPLE MEANS AND THE EXPERIENCE TO DO S0. BUT I wAS NOT
AFRAID. o .

. IN 1971, WHEN THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION WAS DESCRIBED AS A
SOLO RACE, T WAS BEING PRESSURED INTO GIVING UP THE SOLO CAMPAIGHN
AFTER THE OTHER TWO SLATES HAD WITHDRAWN, DESPITE THIS PRESSURE,
I BELIEVED THAT I T WITHDREW, A POLITICAL VACUUM WOULD INEVITABLY
HAVE ARTISEN, I STILL RECALL THAT I TOLD THE COMPATRIOTS AT THAT
TIME THAT T WAS NOT GREEDY FOR POWER AND STATUS. I ALSO TOLD

THE COMPATRIOTS, HOWEVER , THAT THIS POLITICAL VACUUM WOULD LEAD
THE COUNTRY TO AN INCALCULABLE POLITICAL ADVENT IRE, AND THAT

THIS POLITICAL VACUUWM WAS A SETTING THAT PEOPLE WERE ATTEMPTING
TO CREATE IN ORDER TO IMPOSE A DISADVANTAGEOUS POLIT ICAL SOLUT ION,
CALLED A PEACE SOLUTION, ON THE RUN IN 1971-1972. THEREFORE, T
RESOLUTELY RAN ALONE SO AS TO MAINTAIN THE CONST ITUT IONAL AND
LEGAL POSITION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTH AND TO SUCCESSFULLY
DEFEND OUR POSITION, SHOULD NEGOTIATIONS BE HELD.

WITH MY RESOLVE AND COURAGE, T DISREGARDED UNTOLD PRESSURE AND
THREATS. AT THAT TIME, ALTHOUGH I HAD MY OuWN SOLUT ION, THEY HAD
ALREADY LAID THE GROUMDWORK FOR ATTAINIMG A SOLUTION. OWING TO
MY RESOLVE AND COURAGE, A TENTATIVE POLITICAL SOLUTION WAS
REACHED IN OCTOBER 1972, AT THAT TIME, THEY WERE SFEEKING A
SOLUT TION. THEREFORE, HAD THE OPPORTUNITIES PRESENTED
THEMSELVES--NAMELY, INTERNAL POLITICAL DISTURBANCES IN THE SOUTH--THEY
WOULD HAVE IMPOSED THEIR OWN SOLUTION. 1IF THE SOUTH REMATINED
POLIT ICALLY STABLE, THEY WOULD TAXE THEIR TIME IN FINDING A SOLUTION.
THEY WERE READY TO SEIZE EVERY OPPORTUNITY THAT WOULD ALLOW THEM TO
IMPOSE AN UNDESIRABLE POLITICAL SOLUTION ON THE SOUTH,.

(MORE)
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TWELFTH ADD 6@ (THIEU ADDRESS)

S S SO

XXX ON THE SOUTH.

(TEXT) IN 1972, ONCE AGAIN, I PROVED TO THE COMPATRIOTS
THAT I DID NOT LACK COURAGE AND CLEARSIGHTEDMESS IN THE POLITICAL
SPHERE AND THAT I DID NOT FEAR ANY THREAT TO MY LIFE,
1 ONLY FEARED THE THREAT THAT THEY WOULD IMMEDIATELY CUT OFF
ALL ECOMOMIC AND MILITARY AID AND THAT, LATER ON, IF THE
COMMUNISTS RESTARTED THE FIGMT, THE U.S. CONGRESS WOULD NOT
CORRECT ITS DECISION CN AN AID CUT AND THERE WOULD NOT -
BE A SINGLE CENT IN ECONOMIC AID. ‘

PO NI

FLEASE EXCUSE ME FOR TELLING THIS: T ONLY FEARED
THAT AFTER SIGNING THE PARIS AGREEMENT IN 1973, THE
SOUTH WOULD BE LOST AND THE AMERICANS WOULD WASH THEIR HANDS
OF THE SITUATION IF THE COMMUNISTS RESUMED THE WAR AND IF
WE DID NOT RECEIVE ANY ECONOMIC AND MILITARY AID. I DARED
'NOT SAY THIS WAS AN EMPTY THMREAT, I THOUGHT THAT THIS WAS
AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE AMERTICANS TO WASH THEIR HANDS,
BECAUSE THEY SAID THAT I WAS STUBBORN AND REFUSED TO
ACHIEVE PEACE AND TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT WHEN THERE WAS A GOOD.
OPPORTUNITY. THEY DESCRIBED THE PARIS AGREEMENT AS VERY FIMNE
BEFORE U.S. AND WORLD PUBLIC OPINION., THUS, WHEN T DEALT
WITH A POINT, A COMMA OR A WORD IN THE AGREEMENT, THEY BLAMED
ME FOR BEING STUBBORN AND BELLICOSE. 1IF I REFUSED TO SIGN
AND WAITED FOR SOMETHING ELSE, THIS WAS A PRETEXT FOR THEW
TO CUT THEIR ECONOMIC AND MILITARY AID AND TO ABANDON US
DEFINITIVELY. | ‘

WE WERE NOT STUPID. I THINX THAT YOU WERE NOT SO STUPID
THAT YOU COULD NOT FORESEE THAT THE COMMUMISTS WOULD
VIOLATE THE PARIS AGREEMENT. T HAVE BEEN PREDICTING THIS SINCE
THE NIGHT OF 26 OCTOBER 1972 AND I HAVE REPEATED THIS SEVERAL
TIMES SINCE. AS WE HAVE SEEN, THE COMMUNISTS HAVE NOT RESPECTED
THE 1954 AND 1962 AGREEMENTS ON LAOS. THEY HAVE NOW RESTARTED
THE WAR ALTHOUGH A BIPARTITE COALITION GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN
SET UP. AMND LAOS WILL BE TAKEN OVER BY THE COMMUNISTS WHO
WILL ESTABLISH A WHOLEY COMMUNIST REGIME, BECAUSE THEY
 FAILED IN 1954, THEY DID WHAT THEY DID IN 1962, AND BECAUSE
THZY FAILED IN 1962, THEY ARE DOING WHAT THEY ARE IN 1975,

L Co : P : EER 1

-

No Objection to Declassification in Full 2010/06/15 : LOC-HAK-244-10-4-5 \ |



s No Objection to Declassification in Full 2010/06/15 :.LOC-HAK-244-10-4-5

13
o

REGARD ING THE SITUATION IN VIETNAM, THE COMMUNISTS
SIGNED THE 1954 GENEVA AGREEMENT BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT
COMPLETELY DEFEAT THE FRENCH ARMY, THEY WON ONLY HALF
OF THE COUNTRY AND SIGNED THE AGREEMENT WITH A VIEW
TO DRIVING THE FRENCH TROOPS COMPLETELY AWAY. AS A RESULT
OF THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE FRENCH TROOPS, THE SOUTH BECAME VERY WEAK
BECAUSE IT DID NOT HAVE AN ARMY OF ITS OwN, ITS ADMINISTRATION
WAS STILL YOUNG AND THE PEOPLE WERE NOT ORGANIZED. THE
COMMUNIST S RESUMED FIGHTING IN 1955-1956, AND ESPECIALLY
"HAVE BEEN FIGHTING SINCE 1963-1964. AFTER THEIR FAILIRE
IN 1968, TH=ZY AGREED TO HOLD PEACE TALXS. AND THEN IN 1972,
THEY AGAIN FAILED IN THE FIGHT aND RETURNED TO THE PEACE TALKS,
THEY THOUGHT THEY COULD NOT WIN BECAUSE THE U.S. TROOPS
WERE HERE WITH B-532 AIRCRAFT, THuS, IT WOULD BE BETIER FOR
THEM TO SIGN THE PARIS AGREEMENT, AFTER THE U.S. TROOPS'
WIT MDRAWAL, WITH THE AID OF THE SOVIET UNION AND RED CHINA,
THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO TAKE OVER THE SOUTH.

- I HAVE TOLD THIS TO THE AMERICANS; IF THERE WERE A FENCE
AROUND THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH AND IF THE WORTHERN AND SOUTHERM

PEOPLES FOURHT WITHIN THIS FENCEZ AND WITHOUT FOREIGN AID TO

EITHER SIDE, YOU COULD SAY THE SOUTH HAD FAILED BECAUSE IT

WAS WEAKER THAN THE NORTH, BUT THIS IS NOT THE CASH.

HERE, THE UNITED STATES HAS NOT PROPERLY ASSISTED THE

SOUTH WHILE THE SOVIET UNION AND RED CHIHA HAVE AIDED

THE NORTH 19 TIMES MORE VIGOROUSLY. THUS, IF THE SOUTH IS

FIGHTING HERE, THIS IS NOT A FIGHT AGAINST THE NORTH ALONE,

NORTH VIETNAM CAN DO NOTHING BETTER THAN SOUTH VIET NAM,

BECAUSE IT CAN PRODUCE NO BULLETS, WEAPONS, ROCKETS,

OR TANKS. S0, THIS SMALL RUN IS FIGHTING AGAINST THE SOVIET
UNION AND RED CHINA WHILE ITS ALLY FAILS TOQO PROTECT AND

AID IT. AND AT PRESENT, THE UNITED STATES HAS REDUCED

ITS ECONOMIC AND MILTITARY AID TO SOUTH VIETNAM.

(MORE)
21 APR 22107 DBT /HH
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FBIS 127
THIRTEENTH ADD 6@ (THIEU ADDRESS)
XXX TO SOUTH VIZTNAM.

« (TEXT) SOME U,S. PENPLE AND SOME y.S. CONSRESSMEN HOLD THAT
SO LONG AS MR THIEU REMAINS IN POWEZR, THERE CAN BE NO NEGOT TAT IONS
MR THIEU IS NOT THE MAN TO AGREE TO NEGOTIATE; ™R THIEY IS
BELLTCOSE AND REFUSES TO IMPLEMENT THE PARIS AGRZEMENT, 90
LONG AS ¥R THIEU REMAINS IN POWER, U.S. AID CANMNT BE GIVEN TN
FULL BECAUSE SO LONG AS HE RECEIVES U.S. ATID, HE WILL CONTINUE TO
FIGHT AMD WILL NOT AGREE TO NEGOT [ATE.

THIS IS THE 1,S. SCHEME TO STOP PROVIDING US WITH AID AN To
WASH THEZIR HANDS OF US, THIS IS A SCHEME OF PIOPLE WHO HAV:
COMPLETELY LOST THEIR CONSCIENCE AND HUMANITY, OR THIS MAY 3z
THE OPINION OF PEOPLE WO MISUNDERSTAND ME, THEREFORE, 1 RESIGHN
ToDAY.

WE WILL SEE WHMETHER OR NOT NEGOT TATIONS WILL BE SATISFACTORILY
CONDUCTZD WITY THE AGREEMENT OF THE COMMUNISTS 4MD SOUTH VIETNAM
WHEN MR THIEU IS NO LONGER IN POWER. IF THE ANSWER IS I* TH4F '
AFFIRMATIVE , IT TS SOMETHING THAT OUR PEOPLE AND THE WORLD FEOPLZ womt

S GLADLY WELCOME, IF, WITH WR THIEU'S DERPZRTURT , ABUNDANT TaS. ATD
- WILL BE PROVIDED IMMEDTATELY TO HELP THE RVN ARMED FORCES COMDINT THE
. FIGHT, THIS IS SOMETHING VERY LUCKY FOR US, AND MY DEPARTURE

IS JUST LIKE A GRAIN OF SAND IN THE DESERT . ‘ T

IT 1S AN INSIGNIFICANT ACT ON MY PART, BUT A YERY WELL-WORTHWMILE
SACRIFICE. EXCHANGING A PRESIDENTIAL POSITION FOR ADEQUATE,
AND EVEN ABUNDANT , AID TO HELP THE SOUTHERN ARMED FORCES AND
PEOPLE CONT INUE THE FIGHT TO DEFEND THEIR COUNTRY AMND THEN TO
NEGOTIATI A SOLUTION GUARANTEEING 4 FREE AND DEMOCRATIC SOIUTH
VIETHAY WHICH WILL NOT BE RULED BY THE COMMUNISTS--THAT 'S EEYOND
MY EXPECTATIONS AND I WOULD BE REALLY GRATEFUL TO THE AMERICANS,

BUT, IF THEY SAY THAT 350 LONG AS MR THIEU REMAINS IN POWER,
NEGOT IATIONS CANNOT BE CONDUYCTED AND U.S. AID CaAMNOT BE PROVIDED
AND TF THEY USE ME AS aN EXCUSE FOR THEIR DISENGAGEMENT A'D TO WASH
THEIR HANDS OF uS IN DISREGARD OF THEIR CONSCIENCE, THEIR SENSF
OF RESPONSIBILITY, JUST ICE AND HUMANTITY, THIS 1S ANOTMER MATTER
WHICH WILL BE JUDGED BY HISTORY AND' THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD,

NOW THAT MORE THAN HALF OF OUR COUNTRY HAS BEEM LOST T0 THE

COMMUNISTS, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS SAID THAT THE SITUATION MUST
BE STABILIZED IN ORDER TO CONDHCT NEGOTIATIONS AND THAT
STABILIZATION OF THE SITUATION AND ONR MILITARY POSIT ION MUST
PRECEDE THE NEGOTIATIONS. VWE CANNOT STABILIZE OUR MILITARY

: POSIT ION WITH SALIVA, BYUT WITH GUNS, MUNITIONS AND PLENTY OF

L ‘ WEAPONS WHICH MUST BE RAPIDLY PROVIDED US IN SUFFICIENT QUANT IT IES.
WE CANNOT STABILIZE OUR MILITARY POSITION WITH THE DZBATES, WHICH
HAVE LASTED FOR 1| YEAR, OVER THE 11,5, AID WHICH HAS DECREASED
FROM $782 MILLION TO $303 MILLION. THE AMERICANS HAVE REFUSED TO
ACCORD 1S THAT AMOUNT AND THEY ARE NOV BARGAINING FOR $34% MILLION,
$352 MILLTION, $355, OR $342 MILL ION,

THE HONOR OF AN ALLIED COUNTRY AND THE FATE OF ONE 0OF ITS ALLTES
ARE BEING BARGAINED IN THE SAME MANNIR AS THE PURCHASE OF FISH AT
THE MARXIT. I 4™ VERY SORRY THAT I CANNOT ACCEPT THAT, I
C2NNOT, ON ACCOUNT OF MY PRESIDENTIAL POSITION, DO HARYM T0. THE
VIETNAMESE PEIOPLE AND SACRIFICE THR LIVES OF QUR COYRATANTS WHD
LACK MUNITINNS WHILD FIGHTTING. T CANNNT LZT FEZGPLE BARGATN THE
DESTIMY OF O°'R PEAPLT WITY OFCTRS 9F $17 MILLION, $2 MILLIOYT AXD
51 @ILLINY AND CNNDUCT DERATES FOR MONTMS WHENM THE RESULTS HAVE
NCT BEZW DETEIRYIMED AMD NO GUARANTEE IS IN SISHT,

THIS IS NNE NF THE REASONS FOR MY RESIGNATION. I WILL SEE IF I
WAS MERELY A PRATEZXT OR THE REAL CAUSE.

(¥ORT Y
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FBIS 131
FOURTEENTH ADD 62 (THIE' ADDRESS)
XXX THE REAL CAUSE,

(TEXT) THE SECOND POINT (AS HEARD) I3 THAT WE SHOULD
PAY NO HEED TO THE COMMUNISTS' STATEMENTS AND PROPAGANDA.
I HOPZ THAT OUR VIETNAMESE PEOPLE ARE MATURE AND WISE ENOUG
NOT TO BELIEVE IN THE COMMUNISTS' WORDS, THE TRUTH, HOWEVER,
- REMAINS THE TRUTH. CERTAIN SEGMENTS OF WORLD PUBLIC

OPINION HAVE BEZN POISONED, BECAUSE THEY ARE NAIVZI AND IGHORANT

AND ARE NOT EXPERIZNCED ENDUGH TO REALIZE THE NATURE OF
COMMUNISY . SOMZ SEGMENTS OF U.S. PIBLIC OPINION

HAVE BZEN POISON:D. SOME PEOPLE WHO PROFESSED TN BE
OUT STANDTNG WORLD POLITICIANS HAVE ALSO BEEN POISONED.

THERZFOR I, THe COAMUNISTS HMAVE CLAIWED THAT AS LONG AS
MR THIEY REMAINS IN OFFICE, THERE CAN BE NO NEGOTIATIONS AND
PEACE; THAT AS LONG AS MR THIEU REMAINS IM OFFICE, WE WILL
CONTINUE TO FIGHT 3 AND THAT AS LONG AS MR THIEY REMAINS
IN OFFICE, THE SOVIET UNION AND RED CHINA WILL CONT INUE
TO PROVIDE AID TO NORTH VIETNAM, WHICH WILL FIGHT TO VICTORY
BECAUSE THE UNITED STATES DOES NOT PROVIDE AID TO SOUTH
VIETNAM,

I AM NOT AFRAID OF WHAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE SAID,
BECAUSE I BELIEVE THAT THE OUVERWHELMIMG MAJORITY OF THE
VIETNAMESE PEOPLE ARE KNOWLEDGEABLE AND EXPERIENCED.,
HOWEVER 4 T MUST READILY ADMIT THAT THE FACT THAT CERTAIN
SEGMENTS OF PUBLIC OPINION HAVE BEEN POISONED HAS ADVERSELY
AFFECTED THE WORLD'S ECONOMIC AND MILITARY AID AND GOOD
WILL FOR SUPPORT ING THE RVYN, THIS IS BECAUSE CERTAIN SEGMENTS
OF FUBLIC OPINION HAVE STUCX TO THE ALLESATIOY THAT IF
¥R THIEU STEPS DOWM, THERE Cal BE A SATISFACTORY S&TTLEMENT,
THE WAR AND DEATH WILL BE ENDED, AND WORLD PEACE WILL BE
RESTORED.

THE THIRD POINT IS THAT WITHIN THE TANTERNAL RANKS OF
0'R SOUTH, SOME RELIGIOUS GROUPS, SOME SEGWENTS OF THE
POPLACE , SOME PCLITICIANS AND SOME POLITICAL GROUPS--WHO ARE
EAT ING NaTIONAL RICE AMD ARE RETNG PROTICTED RBRY THE ARMED
FORCES aND THY COYMBATAMTS, WHO ARE 3ACRIFICIMG THEIR BLOOD
AN AN DATLY-~HAYE ACKNCWLEDGED THAT ZVEN IF T STeP
DOWM TYs £0W¥0NTSTS WOILD M0T NEGRTIATZ anvd IT woulD Bk
ML TKEL Y TH4aT THE UMITED STATSS wOuLD PROVIDE THE SOUTH
WITH ARUADANT ATD, THEY BRELIZYVE THAT PREARRANGEMENTS
HeYS aLREADY Bi€l MADE, THAT THE UNITED STATZS HAS DECIDED
TO WASH ITS HANDS OF uS, AND THAT MR THIEU HAS BEEN !'SED, _
PRIGARILY BY THE COMMINITSTS, 45 A MEPE PRETEIXT. THEREFORE,
THZ3% GENTLEMEN HAVE CLEARSIGHTEDLY AND FAIRLY POINTED
QUT THAT THS REAL PROBLEM IS NOT MR THIZU, WHN IS OMY A
VICTIM ON WHOY PIOPLE 4AYyE PUT THE BLAME IN ORDER TO FIMD
A DRTTEYT TN ARAMNNAN UTRTMAM
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N THE OTHER HAND, SOME RELIAIOUS GROUPS, SOME
POLITICIANS, SOME MASS ORGANIZATIONS AND GOME WELL ~KNOWN
DLy NNG HAUS SAID T MR THIEN SHOWLD STEP DOWN AND LET US
wigNT1ATE WITH THE COMMUNTISTS. SOUTH VIET JAM WILL CERTATHLY
urye L IDOY AMD DEMOCRACY AMND THE CaOMMINTST 3 WILL Havk
11 AsuSE TH THAT, THERE YILL BE NO £OALITION, THE COYMUNISTS
Az s ATD OF WS AMD REGPECT 2S. ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT SHARE
THoTY vlTws, THE coMMU4ISTS v ILL RESPECT US AND 5CCEPT
o panPosaLS.  WE WILL SCORE ACHISVEMENTS WITHOUT A FIGHT.

T4 3¢ PEOFLE AND GROUPS ARE NOW VIGOROUSLY VOICING THEIR OPINIONS.
[ DoN'T KNOW WHET HER THEY HAVE SAID THIS BECAUSE THEY AREZ ‘
100 3-LF-CONFIDENT, BECAUSE THEY SUFFER ILLUSIONS, OR
necalySi THEY WERE COMPELLED TO SAY SO BY S0 ME MOT IVAT ING FORCE.

TUsy YAVE SAID THAT SO LONG AS MR THIEU REMAINS IN
pouER, THZRE CAN BE NO NATIONAL UNITY AND, THEREFORE,
uo VICTORIES CAN BE EXPECTED AND THAT THE COMMUNISTS WILL
4AT Av DEFEATED. THMEY HAVE SAID THAT SO LONG AS MR THIEU
REMAINS IN POVER , THE COMMUNISTS WILL CONTINUE TO FIGHT
Ao WILL CONQUER ALL THE SOUTH AND THERE WILL BE MANY MOR E
DTaTHS AND MUCH SUFFERTNG FOR OUR PEOPLE. THEY HAVE SA ID
" THAT SO LONG AS ¥R THEIR REMAINS IN POWER, THE AMER TCANS
WILL NOT PROVIDE AID TO US AND OUR ARMY WILL BE UNARLE TO FIGHT,

FYEN SOME OF OUR BROTHER ARMYMEN, EITHER BECAUSE THEY ARE
RATHER CREDULOUS OR VICT IMIZED BY PROPAGANDA--A VIGOROUS
mOPazANDA DRIVE IS BEING LAUNCHED T0O PUT ALL THE BL AME
oN MR THIEN JUST AS MR DIEM WAS THE ONE RLAMED :

FOR EVERYTHING IN 1953. GENTLEMEN AND COMPATRIOTS, YOU PROBABLY
XNy THE ORIGIN OF THIS PROPAGAND A--SOME HAVE SAID THAT

50 LOoNG AS PRESIDENT THIEU REWAINS IN POWER, THE AMERICANS

WILL BEZ XILLED AND SO WILL OUR WIVES AND CHILDREN,

IF NO FIGHTING CAN BE CONDUCTED, THE MILITARY SITUATION WILL

MnT RE STABILIZED AND NO NFGOT IATINNS WILL BE HELD. '
THIREFORE, PRESIDENT THIEY SHOULD STEP DOWN S0 THAT VE WILL
_HAVE SYUFFICIENT AID T0O CONDUCT THE FIGHTING TO STABILIZE

THE STTUATION, CONDUCT NEGOTTIATIONS, AND PROTECT THE FREE SOUTH.

THE COMMUNISTS HAVE SUCCEEDED IN USING THESE ARGUMENTS
IN THZIR PROPAGANDA TO PCISON WORLD AND U.S. PUBLIC OPINION.
IN UVIET%aM, I FIND THAT THERE HAS BEEN A STRONG TENDENCY FOR
EYTSYTHIIG. PEZACE CANNOT BE ACHIEVED BECAUSE OF ME., PEOPLE
WANT TO FIGHT AND WIN, BUT THEY ARE PREVENTED FROM DO ING
50. THAT IS ALSO BECAUSE OF ME. THEREFORE, I HAVE PERFORMED
A RIGHTEOUS ACT IN SACRIFICING MY PERSON AND MY POSITION.

WHY HAVE 1 RESIGNED TODAY? THE AID PROBLEM 1S BEING
CAREFULLY DISCUSSED IN THE UNITED STATES TODAY AND SUCH
FIGURES AS $359 MILLION, $355 MILLION AND $352 MILLION

. HAVE BEEN ADVANCED JUST LTKE PEOPLE BARGAINING WHEN THEY
31Y SOMETHING. BUT NONE OF THE FIGURES SURPASS THE

$722 MILLION MARK REQUESTED BY THE U.S. PRESIDENT FROM
THE CONGRESS. ‘

(MORE)
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LANLT MU DU Wi a e
XXX FROM THE CONGRESS.

(TEXT) THE FIGURE OF $722 MILLION WHICH U.S. PRESIDENT GERALD
FORD ASKED FROM THE CONGRESS WILL NOT SUFFICE FOR SOUTH VIETNAM
AND ITS ARMED FORCES TO CHECK THE NORTH VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS AND
TO STABILIZE THE MILITARY SITUATION IN ORDER TO START SERIONS
NEGOTIAT IONS. THE COMMUNISTS XMOW THIS, AND THEY HAVE ONLY TO
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEIR VICTORIES TO PYSH FOR A MILITARY VICTORY
WITHOUT NEGOTIAT IONS, :

TO ACHIEVE THE GOAL EXPECTED BY THE UNITED STATES--THAT IS, TO
STABILIZE THE MILITARY SITUATION IN ORDER TO GET NEGOT IATIOHS
UNDTRWAY ON THE BASIS OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT AND THUS ACHIEVE
A POLITICAL SOLUTION--THERE MUST BE MORE THAN $722 MILLION.
MOREOVER, THERE MuST BE B-52°S5 TO PUNISH THE COMMUNISTS IN THE
SOUTH AND, IF POSSIBLE, ALSO THE COMMUNTISTS IN THE NORTH, 1IT IS5
ALSO NECESSARY TO HAVE TANKS, HEAVY ART ILLERY, EQUIPMENT, SMALL
AND B1G GUMS, SIGNAL EQUIPMENT AND AMMUNTT ION., THESE THINGS MUST
8L SENT IN CONT INUOUSLY, CONTINOUSLY, CONTINUOUSLY AND IMMEDIATELY,
IMMEZDIATELY, IMMEDIATELY. 1IT IS NOT A MATTER OF MONTHS OR WERKS, K
BUT RATHER A MATTER OF DAYS. THIS MATERIEL MUST BE ABUND ANT
ENOUGH TO REEQUIP THE DIVISIONS THAT eRE BEING EQUIPPED AND TO
ACT IVATE MORE REGULAR DIVISIONS TO FIGHT THE 23 NORTH VIETHAMESE
DIVISIONS,

I CHALLENGE--SUPPOSE THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIETNAM'S TROOPS
WITHDRAW--THE U.S. TRONOPS TO COME I WITH THE Sav= NUMERICAL
STRENGTH &S THE RVYN TROOPS AND WITH THE SAME QUANTITY OF
WEAPONS AND AMMUNIT ION AND WITHOUT THE B-52'S, FOR HOW MANY
DAYS WO!LD THE U.S. TROOPS BE ABLE TO COPE WITH THE COMMUNIST 57
SO HOW CAN WE BE TOLD TO DO IT?

THEREFORE, IT IS5 ILLOGICAL, 'HJUST AND CONTR AD ICTORY TO SAY
THAT T AM A MAM WHO DOES NOT WANT TO NEGOTIATE, HAD I NOT THE
AOODYW ILL FOR NEGOTIAT IONS HOW COULD THE 27 JANUARY 1973 PAR IS
AGRESMENT HAVE BEEN CONCLUDED? THOUSH THAT AGREEMENT WAS A CRIPPLED
ONZ, I HAD TO ACCEPT IT. T SHOWEZD THE MAXIMUY GOOD WILL WHEN
ACCEPTING IT. WE DISPLAYED MAXIMUM GOOD WILL IN ACCEPT ING THE
TEXT OF AN AGREEMENT WHICH FAILED TO REZSPOND TO O'R IDEALS AND
STAMD ARDS. W5 OHLY EXPECTED TWO THINGS: THE GOODWILL OF THE
COMMUNISTS AND THEIR MASTERS--THE USSR AND COMMUNIST CHINA.

THE 3SCOND THING WE EXPECTED WAS STRONG HIGH-LEVEL ACTION AMONG
THE UNITED STATES, TWE YS3® AND COMMUNIST CHINA. THE THIRD THING
WE EXPECTID WAS SUFFICIINT MILITARY AND ECONOMIC AID .TO PERMIT

yS TO COPE WITH NORTH VISTNAM, NONE OF THESE THINGS HAS

MAT <R TALTZED.,

THZ AMERICANS FOUGHT A WAR HERF WITHOUT SHUCCESS AND WENT HOME,
THT VIETHATIZAT ION PLAN WAS WORKID nuUT aND WE ACCEPTZD 1T, BT
ITS IMPLEMZINTAT INY HAS BN SUSPUNDID . AFTER SUSPLNSION OF
JIo0 I 41240 10N, [HERE WAS A PROMTISE THAT IF THI COMMUNISIS
INTRIDID AND THVADED AGATHM, THUERS WOULD BE A REACTION., BT
THERY HAS BEEN M0 REACTINN, THw3, THE #1410 THING TO DO 15 TO
AIVE U3 SIEMIND TO FIGHT WITH, 20T THIY 4avE NOT Grves IT. WHAT
DOSS THIS aMOUNT TO? THIS AMOUNTS TO A BREACH OF PROMISE,
INJUSTICE, LACK OF RESPONSIBILITY AND INHUMANITY TOWARD AN ALLY
WHO HAS SUFFERED CONTINUOUSLY--THE SHIRKXING OF RESFONSIBILITY OX
THS PART OF A GREAT POWER.
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THEREFORE, I THINK THAT THE VICE PRESIDENT IS LIXE
ME--A PATRIOT WHO HAS KNOWN HOW TO NEGOTIATE, WHO IS
WILLING TO NEGOTIATE., ANY GOUERNMENT--EITHER T He GOVER”MEMT
OF PREMIER NGUYEN BA CAN OR A SUBSEQUENT GOVERNMENT WHICH
MAY BE SET UP BY PRESIDENT HUONG--MUST BE A GOVERNMENT OF
NEGOT IATION WHICH. WILL CLEARLY TELL THE UNITED STATES AMND
THZ WORLD, AND THE COMMUNISTS THAT WE WILL TAKE OUR SUITCASES
TO PARIS TO SIT DOWN AND WAIT FOR Y0OU FELLOWS TO ENTER
THE NEGOT IATION HALL WITHCOUT PRECONDITIONS. ONCE ENTER MG
THAT HALL, YOU FELLOWS MAY SPEAX OF SCRAPPING THE PARIS
AGREEMENT OR WHATEVER, PROVIDED THAT THERE BE AN IMMEDIATE
DIALOG!Y: WITHOUT PRECOANDITIONS. AND PRESIDENT HUONG AtD
THE GOVERNMENT WILL DEMAND THAT COMMUNTIST NORTH VIET NAY
IMMED IATELY STOP ALL ACTS OF ARMED AGGRESSION IMN THE FORT HCOMTIHG
DAYS, S0 AS TO RESUME SERTIOUS NEGOTTIATIONS,

PRESIDENT HUONG ANMD THE GOVERNMENT WILL , AT THE SAME TIVE,
CALL ON THE UNITED STATES TO PROVIDE IMMEDIATE AND SUFFICIENT
AID, IF THZ UNITED STATES CONSIDERS IT NECESSARY
TO STABILIZE THE MILITARY SITUATION TO LAY THZ GROUNDWORK
FOR SERIOUS MEGOTIATIONS, THE AID MUST BE SUFFICIENT, SWIFT
AND TIMELY TO ENABLE US TO NEGOTIATE., THWE OTHER SIDE
MYST BE CALLED ON TO HALT ITS MILITARY ACTION AND
RESUME HEGOTTIAT IONS.

THE REASON I RESIGN TODAY IS THE FACT THAT TODAY THE
U.S. CONGRESS IS GOING TO SCRUTINIZE THE PROBLEM OF AID.
1 THINK THAT AFTER MY RESIGNATION TODAY, #¥AYBZ TOMORROV
THE $320 MILLION WILL BE RAISED TO $722 MILLION OR TO MOREL
THAN 3 BILLION AND THEN A CONTINUOUS AIRLIFT WILL 3RING IN
TANKS AND HEAVY ARTILLERY. SINCE MR THIEU IS GONE, HERE
COMES THE AID, AID AND MORE AID., T HOPE SO, LET US WAIT
AND SEE WHETHER THE Y.S. CONGRESS WILL DO SO,

I HOPE THAT NCW, WHEN THE MILITARY SITUATION IS5 TENSE IH
MILITARY REGIONS III AND IV AND AFTER MR THIEU HAS GONE AND
PRESIDENT HUONG HAS TAXEN OVER, PERHAPS THE UNITED STAT:S
WILL APPEAL TO THE USSR AND COMMUNIST CHINA AND WORLD OPINION
WILL APPEAL TO THE COMMUNISTS TO IMMEDIATELY HALT THE
MILITARY OFFENSIVE AMD REOPEN NEGOTIATIONS. SUCH A THING
MAY BE ACHIEVED IN 3 OR 4 DAYS OR A WEEX, 1IF I WAIT UNTTL
TOMORROW OR THE DAY AFTER TO RESIGN, AND IF THE COMMUNISIS
LAUNCH THZ OFFENSIVE, THEN T FEAR THAT 1T MAY BE TOO LATE.

AT THAT TIME THEY WOULD SAY IT IS TOO LATE TO HOLD BACK.

THIN, IF THE UNITED STATES, THE U.S. CONGRESS APPROFRIATES
OMLY $352 MILLION, IT WILL SAY: WE ARE SORRY, BUT IT IS

TOO LATE NOW THAT WE HAVE DECIDED ON $352 MILLION; WE CANNOT -
INCREASE IT TO $ 722 MILLION.

NOT SOCMNER, NOT LATER, BECAUSE T THINK THAT MY SACRIFICE
TODAY WILL IYM S0M< RESPECTS HELP CHANGE THE SITUATIOHN OF
U.3. MILITARY AID PREVAILING IN THE UNITED STATES AND CHANGE
THE MILITARY SITUATION ON THE SOUTHERN BATTLEFITLD. PRESIDENT
HUONG A'D T MY GOVERNMENT YAVE ENOUGH G00DWILL TO DO THIS,
1 AL 3D dauv® Ha) GOODWILL. I HAVE MADE SEVERAL APPEALS, o
EVicl WwHo! 2035 AND SHELLS WERE FLYING OVERHEAD, I MADE AN
APPEAL 0O' 4 IPRIL. FEVEN TODAY AS T RESIGN, T AM STILL
APPEAL ING. HOWEVLR, THEY STILL SAY THAT T AM A WARLIX:c

DRD MM
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SIXTEENTH AND LAST ADD 62 OF 21 APR (THIEU SPEECH)
XXX A WARLIKE PERSON,

(TEXT) THEREFORE, LADIES, GENTLEMEN, COMPATRIOTS, BROTHERS
AND SISTERS: MY CONSCIENCE--THE VOICE OF MY CONSCIENCE --HAS
FORCED MY TO CHOOSE BETWEEN THE TWO-PATHS.

I COILD STAY ON AS PRESIDENT, TO LEAD THE RESISTANCE OF ALl nuR
ARMED FORCES AND PEOPLE. HOWEVER, I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO SuUPPLY
ADEQUATE MEANS FOR THE ARMY TO FIGHT. MOREOVER, T MIGHT ALSO
BE MISUNDERSTOOD BY THE PEOPLE AS AN IMPEDIMENT TO PEACE AND
AS CONT INUING TO CAUSE MOUWRNING, DESTRUCT ION, MISERY, DEATH,

AN RUIN. UWORLD PUBLIC OPIMION CONTINUES TO SAY THAT I AM THE
CAUSE OF THE FACT THAT THE SOUTH DOES NOT HAVE PEACE AT PRESENT,
LET US WAIT AND SEE WHETHER THE U.S, CONGRESS WILL PROVE THAT I
AM THE CAUSE OR USED ME AS A PRETEXT FOR CUTTING MILITARY ATD .

-

THE SZCOND SOLUTION IS TO RESIGN, THIS IS ONE OF THE
THINGS [ SPOK: OF EARLIER., I THINK THAT MY RESIGNATION IS
A VERY SMALL SACRIFICE IF ALL OUR PEOPLE AND ARMED FORCES
WILL GZT ABUMDANT AID WITH WHICH TO FIGHT AND PRESERVE THE
REMAINING TERRITORY, AND IF, WITHOUT MY PRESENCE, FUTURE
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE COMMUNISTS CAN HELP PROTECT A FREE
AND DEMOCRATIC SOUTH AND ACHIEVE THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION
OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE IN THE SPIRIT OF THE PARIS
AGREEMENT . I CALL ON ALL PEOPLE, ORGANIZATIOHS, RELIGIONS ‘
AND POL ITICIANS WHO HAVE SO FAR REFERRED TO ME AS AN IMPEDIMENT TO
PZACE AND CONSIDERED ME TMPOTENT IN BRINGING ARQUT PEACE AND '
PROTECT ING THZ SOUTH AND UMABLE TO DEFEAT THE COMMUNISTS AND
RESTORE PEACZI, AND THUS ONLY CAUSING MOURNING AND MISERY, FCR
THE SAKE OF PATRIOTISM AND LOVE FOR THE PEQPLE, TO ASSIST
PRESIDENT TRAN VAN HUONG IN BRINGING ABOUT PEACE, HONOR, FREEDO™,
PROSPERITY AND DEMOCRACY, IN INSHURING STRICT IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE PARIS AGREEMENT WITH THE COMMUNISTS FORCED TO RESPECT
IT, AND IN ACHIEVING THE REALIZATION OF THE SOUTHERMN PEQPLE'S
NATIONAL RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION AS SPECIFIED IN THE PARIS
AGREEMENT, IN SHORT, I DO NOT WANT ANYBODY TD USE ME--PRESIDENT
NGUYEN VAN THIEU--PERSONALLY AS AN EXCUSE TO MALTREAT THIS
NATTOM, THOSE PERSOMNS, FROM THIS MOMENT ONWARD, CAN NO LOMNGER
NS THAT EXCUSE aND MUST NOW SHOW THEIR SINCERITY AND
HONESTY,

LADIES AMD GEMTLEMEN, COMPATRINTS, RRNTHERS AND SISTERS:
I HaVi SERVED THE COMPATRIOTS, BROTHERS AND SISTERS FOR THE PAST
1@ YEARS. AS T HAVE SAID, I DO NOT LACK CouraczE, IT
IS NOT THAT ANY DEMONSTRATION OR SL,ANDEZR CAN DISCOURAGE AMND
DEMORALIZE Mt AND PROWMPT ME TC STEP DOWAN IN A NMONSENSTICAL ath
IRRESPONSIBLE MaANNER, IT IS MAT DUE TN THE PRESSURE NF ONR ALLY
M} THI DIFFICULT AMND HARD STRUGGLE AGATIMST THZ COMMUNISTS THaT
I Haut TO AVOID RESPONSIBILITY AND LzAVe MY OFFICE,
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THE PRESIDENTS OF SOME BIG COUNTRIES ARE PROUD OF THE FACT
THAT THEY HAVE 1NDERGONE S, 70R 13 CRISES., THEY HAVE WRITTER
BOOKS IN WHICH THEY PROUDLY OFFER THMEMSELVES AS HEROES AND
OQUT3TaND ING POLITICIANS, AS FOR ME, OVER THE PAST 19 YEARS, ALL
YEARS, MONTHS, DAYS AND ALL HOURS IN MY LIFE HAVE BEEW RAD, as
MY HOROSCOPE FORECAST. AS REGARDS MY FATE, I caN ENJOY M0
HAPPINESS; I HAVE ENJOYED NO HAPPINESS, YET I HAVE NOT S0 UG HT
WAYS TO ENJOY LIFE. 4 RULER OF A COUNTRY CAN ENJOY
EITHER HONOR OR D ISGRACE. HE MUST ACCEPT THIS SO HE CAN
LEAD THE PEOPLE. TIF T HAVE SOME GOOD POINTS THE COMPATRIOTS
WILL PRAISE ME EVEN IF I DO NOT WANT IT, BUT IF T HAavk SOME
BAD POINT3 AND ERRORS, 1 AM READY TO ACCEPT JUDGMENTS anD ACCUSATION
FROM THE COMPATRIOTS,

TODAY, AS I LEAVE MY OFFICE, I ASK THE COMPATRIOTS, COMBATANTS
AND CADRES, TOGETHER WITH ALL POPUL &R ORGANIZAT I0NS AND RELIGIONS,
TO FORGIVE THOSE ERRORS T HAVE COMMITTED AGAINST THE NATION DIR ING
MY PRESIDENTIAL TERM. I WOULD LIKZ TO THANK
(? THE NATIOMAL ASSEMBLY), ALL COHSTITUTIONALLY E ST 4BL ISHED
O0RGANS, ALL ORGANIZATIONS, RELIGIOUS, INDIVIDUALS, COMPATRIOTS
OF ALL WALXS OF LIFE AND TYE BROTHER AND
STSTZR COMBATANTS AND CADRES FOR THE COOPERATION AMD ASSTISTANCE
THIY HAVE GIVEN ME THROUGH ALL THE YPS AND DOWNS OF THZ COUNTRY
UNTIL THE PRESENT. OQUR NATION WILL REMEIMIER FOREYIR TH: MERITS
OF THESE COMPATRIOTS AND FRIENDS, a'D PERSONALLY, T WILL ALSO
KEEP THIM IN MY MEMORY,

I AM RESIGNING BUT NOT DESERTING, FROM THIS MOMENT, T PLACE
MYSELF AT THE SERVIE OF THE PRESIDENT , THE PEOPLE AND THE ARMY,
A5 T STEP DOWN, MR TRAN VAN HUONG WILL BECOME PRESIDENT
AND OUR MATION WILL NOT LOSE ANYTHING, PERHAPS, DR COUNTRY
WILL GAIN ANOTHER COMBATANT ON THE SATTLEFRONT, T WILL STAYD
SHOULDER TO SHOULDER WITH THE COMPATRIOTS AND COM3ATANTS TO DeFeng
THE COuNTRY.

I THANK THE COMPATRIOT S, GENTLEMEN, AND THE BROT HER AND
SISTER COMBATANTS 4nND CADRES THROUSHOUT TH= COUNTRY, AND T sAY
500D3Y TO THEM., T wouLp LIKE TO REPZAT MY REQUEST THAT THE
BICAMERAL NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND THE SYPRIMz COURT ALLOW, IM THE
PRESZNCE OF YOU LADIES AND GENTLEMZIN, VICE PRESIDENT TRAN VAN Hunuz
TO BZ SWORN IY AS PRESIDENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH ART ICLE 55
OF THE CONSTITUTION. :
THaMY Yoy,

CEMDALL)

22 APR 23457 WE /AKX
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